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READING for 


TODAY’S CHRISTIANS 


COURAGE HAS EYES 
By Trumbull Reed 


Here is a story of tenderness and understanding— 
the long awaited sequel to “Bright Midnight”’—in 
which the problems of the handicapped and the 
women who love them are presented. These fac- 
tors are played against an exciting background of 
wartime struggle, spies and sabotage, to make one 
of the best novels of the year. Price, $2.00 


NEWS FROM NORTH OF THE NILE 
By Paul Harris, Je. 


With striking ingenuity, the author presents the 
facts of the Bible—history-making events such as 
the Creation, Captivity of the Jews, the Birth of 
Jesus—in modern newspaper style. The reader 
sees himself as a contemporary and gains a first- 
hand view of the stories of the Bible. Price, $1.50 


SYMBOLS—A Practical Handbook 
Compiled by Adalbert R. Kretzmann 


Here is a manual illustrating in line drawings, 
ninety symbols of the Church. Each has a sen- 
tence description, Scriptural basis or explanation, 
assigned calendar dates for use and color guides 
for reproduction. Lends itself to reproduction on 
mimeographed programs, bulletins or enlarged re- 
production on posters. Plastic binder. Page size, 
8% x 11 inches. Price, $1.00 


QUIT YOU LIKE MEN 
By Carl Hopkins Elmore 


This book is written especially for young people. 
It is a helpful guide to the development of person- 
ality and contains such sections as “Youth in a 
Changing World,’ and ‘Youth and Religion.” 
Anecdotes, stories and other examples illustrate 
the points made. Price, $2.00 


IN SPITE OF ALL 
By Archer Wallace 


This book shows how ten prominent persons made 
life fuller and richer for all the world. The true- 
life stories put across the fact that men and women 
can Overcome all manner of handicap and make 
lasting contributions to the world. Price, $1.00 


TRUMPETS OF GOD 

By N. M. Ylvisaker 

Directed to the individual who finds himself 
floundering about in the world without God and 
hope, this books sounds the trumpet call of God 


to these lost ones not to yield to cynicism and 
despair. Price, $1.50 


THE MARCH OF TRUTH 
By Stephen Szabo 


Miniatures of twenty he-oes of the Reformation 
presented by a minister of the Hungarian Re- 
formed Church, make the Reformation a living 
thing and show the power of God’s truth as it 
marches on. Price, $2.50 
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Phat’s the way to face always—whether at the beginning of the year or not. 
Let there be no wasted regrets for opportunities lost, no idle gazing back- 


wards. 


If we are facing in the right direction, forward is the way to progress. In 
tobogganing the right direction is down hill. There are well-nigh breathless 
moments for the riders as the toboggan speeds forward. All eyes must be 
front. A spill may be eased if it can be anticipated a split second before it 


happens. 


Now that Joe is back from the war, he and Jane may often be together. Time 
was when they were together only in thinking, and as the days of separation 
lengthened they could not even be sure of that. But days of separation and 
war are over, and they can be together again. The doubts which arose from 


lack of knowledge are gone. 


These winter days they have great fun in the out-of-doors together. Theirs 
is the thrill of physical nearness as well as the satisfaction of common inter- 
ests and the joy of thinking alike. Their life becomes more and more a thing 


of unity and strength. 


Like Jane and Joe, let us face the height or the slope together, knowing that 
a joy shared is a joy enlarged and a sorrow shared is a burden lightened. 
What’s there to face? Well, there’s the New Year with its new and renewed 
opportunities. There’s the Post-War World, about which we are inclined to 
speak as if it were yet to come, with its breath-taking task of relief and re- 
building. It holds challenges for us and will make unprecedented demands 
upon us. There’s a new life to be lived in Christ. There will be many oppor- 


tunities for service of Him and His Church. 


How shall we face it? Let’s do it together. Though unseen, Christ will be 
there, too. He with us and we with Him and all together—that’s the way 


to face our tomorrows. 
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Bishop Theophilus Wurm of Stuttgart and Pastor Martin Niemoeller, 
both now active in the rebuilding of the Lutheran 
Church in Germany 


HE end of the war in Europe 

found the Lutheran Church bat- 

tered and bruised, but very much 
alive. Thousands of her churches were 
damaged or destroyed, her pastors per- 
secuted and scattered, her membership 
depleted by death and desetion. Yet, 
spiritually she had experienced a re- 
birth. The blood of her martyrs was 
a transfusion to anaemic souls. From 
sufferings came new insight, new cour- 
age, fresh reliance upon the goodness 
and providence of God. 


The Church Repents 


But above all, in Allied and Axis 
countries alike, the Church awoke to 
her shortcomings, confessed frankly to 
the world her past failures. With de- 
termination, she now accepts her re- 
sponsibility to take the lead in restor- 
ing to Europe peace and b otherhood. 

From the start let it be understood 
that when we speak of Lutherans of 
Europe, we mean the total group which 
prior to 1939 numbered 69 million souls 
in Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, 
Germany, France, Poland, Hungary, 
Austria, Jugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, 
Rumania, Bulgaria, the Baltic states, 
and scattered groups in other countries. 
All these churches were joined together 
in the “Lutheran World Convention.” 
The American Section of the Lutheran 
World Convention was made up of 
those bodies comprising the National 
Lutheran Council—practically all Lu- 
therans in North America (more than 
3% million) excepting the Missouri 
Synod. Eight bodies are included 
United Lutheran, Norwegian Luther- 
an, United Evangelical Lutheran, Dan- 
ish Lutheran, American Lutheran, Au- 
gustana Lutheran, Lutheran’ Free 
Church, and the Suomi Synod. Of 
these, the United Lutheran Church is 
the largest group. Its membership con- 
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stitutes about half of the total church 
membership represented in the Nation- 
al Lutheran Council. 


First Post-War Contact 


Steadily gaining momentum as a 
world-wide Lutheran front during its 
early years, Lutheran World Conven- 
tion activity was abruptly curtailed by 
the outbreak of hostilities. Global war 
cut us off from direct contact with 
Lutheran leaders in Europe, with the 
exception of those in Sweden. Even 
there information was scant. But in 
March, 1945, a three-man Lutheran 
commission went from America to 
Europe sn an attempt to get the facts 
about what was going on in Lutheran 
groups there. The commission included: 
Dr. Ralph Long, Executive Director of 
the National Lutheran Council; D-. 
P. O. Bersell, President of the Augus- 
tana Synod, and Dr. Lawrence Meyer 
of the Missouri Synod. They visited 
London, Stockholm, Paris and Geneva. 
One of the by-products of the trip was 
the opening of a Lutheran Service Cen- 
ter in Paris to which The Rev. Dr. 
Otto H. Bostrom, formerly of New 
York City, was later assigned as pas- 
tor. The Lutheran Service Center was 
first of any church group in Paris. 


Besides the direct conferences held 
with pastors and officials from many 
Lutheran groups in Europe, the com- 
mission’s most significant achievement 
was perhaps the formation of a Liaison 
Committee of the Lutheran World Con- 
vention, with Archbishop Eidem of 
Sweden as honorary chairman. This 
interim committee was set up to con- 
duct a program of fact-finding and 
planning for relief activities until the 
executive committee of the Lutheran 
World Convention could meet and take 
over. Arrangements were also made to 
correlate the activities of the commit- 
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tee with those of the World Council of 
Churches in Geneva, thus to prevent 
overlapping or competition. 

A few weeks after the return of the 
commission to the United States, plans 
were completed for representation on 
the Liaison Committee from Norway, 
Finland and Denma’k. The American 
members are Dr. Long and Dr. Frank- 
lin Clark Fry, President of the United 
Lutheran Church in America. Mem- 
bers from Germany will be appointed 
as soon as the situation the e is clari- 
fnecl, IDke, Ibe, IDye, Iiny gil 1Die, J). AX. 
Aasgaard, President of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church, Dr. J. W. Behnken, 
President of the Missouri Synod, and 
Dr. Lawrence Meyer, also of the Mis- 
souri Synod, composed a_ five-man 
commission which recently completed a 
tour of inspection in Europe. Drs. 
Long, Fry and Aasgaard attended a 
meeting of the Liaison Committee 
which, it is hoped, will result in the 
first post-war session of the Executive 
Committee of the Luthe an World 
Convention. 


Lutheran Commissioner to Geneva 


Meanwhile, the American Section of 
the Lutheran World Convention de- 
cided to send a permanent commission- 
er to Geneva to work with the World 
Council of Churches in planning 
Buropess ela bilitationaD ie Onmen Ce 
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BARS WSs Ce MICHELFELDER, of Toledo, O. 
Lutheran Commissioner at Geneva 
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PAUL C. EMPIE, D. D. 
Assistant Directoy, 
Lutheran World Action 
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Michelfelder, Toledo, Ohio, was chosen 
and left for his new post in July. His 
coming was welcomed by World 
Council officials. Al eady he has won 
their esteem and confidence, and was 
recently appointed chairman of the 
World Council of Churches Commit- 
tee for Material Aid to the Churches 
of Europe. Many Lutheran leaders 
have come to Geneva to confer with 
him. His plans will take him into 
nearly all the Lutheran areas of the 
continent as fast as milita y permission 
can be secured. His on-the-spot reports 
show clearly the terrible need among 
millions of Europeans who will die this 
winter without help from abroad. AI- 
ready he has sent thousands of dollars 
of Lutheran World Action funds into 
many areas for medicines, drugs, con- 
centrated foods, vitamins, portable 
chapels, religious supplies for civilian 
populations and prisoners of war. We 
must back him up with additional hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars. So far, 
only a small beginning has been made. 
There is need for more. Every dollar 
may save a life. 

At this writing, it is expected that 
aid to the northern countries will be 
channeled through the Liaison Com- 
mittee. Extensive plans have been 
made especially for assistance to Nor- 
way and Finland. In the latter coun- 
try, one-sixth of the population was 
displaced by the armistice terms with 
Russia, precipitating a critical housing 
shortage. In addition, great damage 
was suffered by opposing armies fight- 
ing on Finnish soil. War orphans and 
refugees number in the hundreds of 
thousands. In Denmark some aid will 
also be necessary, even though that 
country suffered the least of all the oc- 
cupied nations. 


German Church Leaders Act 


In Germany a good beginning has 
been made in spite of indescribable con- 
ditions. There, leaders of various church 
groups met at Treysa in August, 1945, 
and organized a new church federation 
under which rehabilitation activities 
will be conducted. Bishop Theophilus 
Wurm, who spearheaded the church's 
anti-Nazi underground movement dur- 
ing the war, was named chairman of a 
Provisional Council of twelve men. 
Pastor Martin Niemoeller is vice-chair- 
man in charge of the Council’s ecumen- 
ical affairs. Practically all of the 
church leaders who emerged from the 


Ruins of the American Church in Berlin, for- 
merly served by our own Dr. S. W. Herman, Jr. 
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war with reputations untarnished by 
Nazi leanings are associated with this 
group, and great things are expected 
of it. It is reported that a future de- 
velopment may be the gradual separa- 
tion of church and state in Ge many in 
order that the church may exercise 
free and unhampered leadership. 
Meanwhile, as this is being written, 
reports coming out of Europe are hor- 
rible! While good order, as might be 
expected, is being maintained in Den- 
mark, Norway and Finland in spite of 
the hardships, conditions in Central 
Furope are chaotic and tragic. We are 
told that nearly all babies born in 
1944-45 weighed under four pounds, 
and that the mortality among them is 
about 85%. More than 100,000 g aves 
have been dug in Berlin in anticipa- 
tion of deaths this winter from suicide 
and starvation. Displaced persons 
wander all over the land—nothing to 
eat, little to wear, no place to go. Rob- 
bery, rape and violence are rampant. 


Appalling Distress Everywhere 


In Silesia, which under the Potsdam 
agreement was ceded to Poland, be- 
tween 5 and 6 million Lutherans are 
being displaced, often with but a few 
hours notice. They are forced out in 
a pauperized condition. The Poles re- 
placing them are turning hundreds of 
Lutheran churches into Catholic 
churches. A current dispatch tells of 
300,000 children sent to East Prussia 
who dropped completely out of sight, 
their whereabouts and conditions are 
still unknown. 


It is freely predicted in a “New York 
Times” dispatch that thousands of Ger- 
man prisoners of war will die of cold 
or starvation this winter. In fact, more 
people are expected to die during the 
first year of peace than during the last 
year of the war. 


Christian people in America must do 
something about it. Lutherans have 
that chance through Lutheran World 
Action. As victors in the war, we can- 
not escape a part of the responsibility 
for conditions victory has brought. We 
hastily condemned the Lutheran Church 
in Germany for remaining silent during 
Nazi persecutions of minority groups. 
We now learn that many leade s pro- 
tested constantly and courageously* in 
the face of terrible reprisals. It is now 
time for us to make the voice of the 
Church heard and to make its power of 


healing effective when misery grips 
multitudes of children and innocent 
victims. 


There is a great st uggle going on 
among various elements for control in 
the new Europe. It is up to us to back 
cur brethren, and help them in their 
fight against Godlessness, greed and 
selfish nationalism. Unless we help, 
they will go down, and the enemies of 
Christ will triumph again. For their 
faith and the f:eedom of their con- 
sciences, many gave up their homes 
and their security, and others spent 
years in concentration camps. Still 
others died the death of martyrs. Who 
“follows in their train?” What will 
you give? 


Think and pray about it, for much is 
at stake. Lutheran World Action de- 
mands, as President Fry forcefully ex- 
pressed it, “Act, or stop pretending!” 
Give, pray, sacrifice, and work. Peace 
will not be won cheaply or at cut-rate 
prices. Whatever the price, it is God's 
challenge now. God calls you! 
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Chaplain E. N. Haugse, of the Nebraska Synod, U. L. C. A., conducting 
services at the 497th Bomb, Group Chapel. 


Part II 
How Wide Is Your Vision? 


The Church of Jesus is universal. 
“Where there is no vision, the people 
perish.” The local congregation and 
the local League must have a vision. 
Where would pastors be trained if 
there wasn’t a church-at-large? There 
is inspiration in numbers and “in unity 
there is strength.” All of the local 
Leagues, which in my opinion were 
successful, maintained a constant in- 
terest in and contact with the district 
and synodical units of our church-wide 
Luther League. Many of the finest 
leaders in our Church and its congre- 
gations were inspired at a convention 
or summer school conducted by one 
Of the units of our Organization. Is 
your League continuing or renewing 
its interest in the work beyond your 
own congregation? The units of or- 
ganization beyond the local unit de- 
pend on the local League for their life. 
You must supply the leaders and the 
financial support to keep them operat- 
ing. They exist not for themselves but 
in order to serve the local unit in spe- 
cial ways. They fulfill a definite need 
and are organized along the same lines 
as the Church. The Luther League I 
should like to return to is one that has 
given loyal support to the Luther 
League beyond its own Church. 


Then there is the Leaguer who is a 
leader among the young people but 
finds no time for the other activities 
of the Church. To me, he has always 
been a “strange fellow’. Your first re- 
sponsibility is to your congregation. It 
is the Church of Christ. It alone is 
given the privilege of administering the 
sacraments. Its life is more impo t- 
ant than the life of the local League. I 
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appreciate the fact that one can ac- 
cept too many responsibilities in the 
Church. This occurs because more do 
not accept their share of the burden. 
Luther Leaguers fit into some tasks in 
the congregation more readily than 
others; for example, singing in the 
choir, teaching in the church school, 
and ushering in the services. Your 
vision of the Church must extend be- 
yond your membership in the Luther 
League. 


The League. and the Pastor 


In your pastor, you have the best 
friend that the Luther League can 
have. Do not alienate his affection. He 


can help you in so many ways. He 
can be used from time to time in your 
programs. Do not expect him to be 
the leader every week. Do not for- 
get him altogether, either. He may 
have something of a very special na- 
ture to say to you as a group and is 
just waiting to be asked. His library 
can usually be used by the topic leader 
in the preparation of topics. His per- 
sonal support can help secure for you 
the cooperation and support of the 
congregation and its other auxiliaries 
in your projects. Do not necessarily 
feel that because he does not attend 
every meeting that he isn’t interested 
in the League. He is busy and there 
are conflicting meetings which he may 
have to attend. Keep him informed of 
all your activities and meetings. The 
Luther League I should like to return 
to is one that maintains a friendly con- 
tact with its pastor at all times. 


Our Sphere of Interest 
The United Lutheran Church in 
America has given to the Luther 
League of America the young people 
between 12 and 18 years of age and 
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By HOWARD L. LOGAN, 


this group belongs to the Luther 
League exclusively. The Children of 
the Church organize children between 
the ages of 9 and 12 years. With those 
over 18 years of age the Brotherhood, 
the Women’s Missionary Society and 
the Luther League work, endeavoring 
to organize that part of the member- 
ship of the congregation in their re- 
spective organizations. 

The Luther League had divided its 
organization into three age-groups, 
paralleling the public school divisions. 
The ages 12, 13 and 14 are the Inter- 
mediates, or Junior High School 
League. The ages 15, 16 and 17 are 
the Seniors, or the Senior High 
League. The ages 18 and over are the 
Young People, or the College and 
Employed group. Each group has its 
own set of topics and its own program 
with Education, Life Service and Mis- 
sions as the corner stone. 


Ii we analyze the situation, we find 
that there is little chance for expan- 
sion in the Young People’s group. In 
fact there is a large decrease in mem- 
bership as mentioned previously. Not 
only is the loss of membership “hard 
to take”, but in many instances this 
group was the one providing the leader- 
ship for all the work, including the 
adult supervision of the two younger 
groups (Intermediates and Seniors). 
The Senior group presents many pros- 
pects for organization but requires the 
sympathetic interest of a pastor or 
adviser to get the League under way 
and keep it going. This group has been 
called to serve in many occupations 
which during normal conditions would 
not be open to them. They, too, are 
busy with school and part-time em- 
ployment. With the above in mind our 
opportunity should be very clear. 


The Luther League I should like to 
return to is one that is aware of the 
opportunity of organizing the interme- 
diate age of the Church. I am not so 
concerned for the organization’s sake 
that there be an Intermediate group 
but rather that Intermediates may be 
won for the service of Christ in the 
congregation. However, if they are 
organized, then it should be a Luther 
League rather than a Sunday School 
class. The responsibility for organiz- 
ing the Intermediates cannot be es- 
caped by the Young People’s League 
of the Church. The pastor might do 
it, but he may also be busy with other 
things. A superintendent must be se- 
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Second Vice-President, Luther League of America 


cured for the Intermediate League. Be 
sure that this person is appointed with 
the approval of the pastor. 


The Intermediate age has not been 
affected by war conditions in regards 
to the employment of its time. The 
intermediate age is the confirmation 
age—one most critical in church mem- 
bership. It is at this age that many 
youth are lost to the church. If the 
Luther League can capture the ener- 
gies and sincerity of this age for the 
Church, it will be doing a valiant serv- 
ice for Christ, His Kingdom and the 
youth themselves. 


This age is anxious to do things. 
There is enthusiasm and spirit. They 
need adult leadership but they must be 
permitted to accomplish things for 
themselves even though at first their 
efforts may be crude and unpolished. 
They should be given the chance to 
do those things for which they show 
aptitude. Let them accept various of- 
fices in the League. Let them express 
their desires for various activities and 
then direct them in the right use of 
their leisure time and in the social 
gatherings of the League. 


There shall continue to be a great 
need for full-time workers in the 
Church. With the proper counseling 
and guidance many Intermediates will 
begin to think of full-time service for 
Christ. Present the opportunities for 
serving Christ through the Ministry, 
the Diaconate and various Missionary 
activities. If they are not interested 
in this type of service, they still need 
the guidance of the Church in decid- 
ing upon their life’s wo:k. 

I have written at length on the In- 
termediate League possibilities because 
I feel that they present the greatest 
challenge to the Luther League at this 
time. The Luther League that is “on 
its toes” will be awake to the challenge 
of teen-age youth. If your Young Peo- 
ple’s Group is composed of only 4 or 5, 
do not feel that you cannot serve the 
Church and the League. You can. Ac- 
cept the superintendency of an Inter- 
mediate Luther League and do a good 
job at it. Your influence in this respect 
can bring to you ever-lasting blessings. 


We Will Come Back 


Most of those who were active in 
the Luther League before entering the 
service will, when they return, go back 
to League if there is a League to at- 
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tend. Whether there is or not de- 
pends largely on you. These men and 
women will take up where they left 
off if they find that there has been an 
effort made to continue the Luther 
League in their absence. They may 
not be anxious for leadership at once. 
They may not wish to assume any type 
of leadership in the Church for some 
time. There will be a period in which 
they will be “finding” themselves, mak- 
ing re-adjustments to civilian life again. 
They may have gotten out of the habit 
of church-going in the service. Con- 
trary to what many say, I feel that 
more lose their religion in the service 
than actually find a religion. 


These men and women will not want 
sympathy. However, they will not al- 
ways be the same persons you knew 
previously. Things that satisfied them 
before may not, when they return. 
They have seen how cheap life can be. 
Many have a new understanding of 
their worth because they have seen 
men die that they might live. They 
will, I hope, strive to be worthy of the 
sacrifices of those who died, and they 
may not be content with the feeble at- 
tempts of others to make this a better 
world in which to live. 


All will be older and some may feel 
too old for League. They may go 
away to school after the war, or they 
may be married, or for some other 
reason do not intend to return to 
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(Formerly Sergeant, U.S.A.A.F., Saipan) 


League. The Luther League must go 
forward. Its leadership tomorrow may 


depend on those you train today. We 
do not need to feel that this is a “holy” 
war but there is some basis for feel- 
ing that we are helping to make this 
a better world by removing some of 
the obvious and ominous threats to our 
“life, liberty and pursuit of happiness.” 
We feel that the message of Christ 
has a better chance in a world devoid 
of German, Italian and Japanese mili- 
tarism than with it running rampant 
throughout the world. This then is our 
contribution now to a better world. 


(This article ts Part II of the one titled, 
“A Soldier Weites About the Luther 
League He Wants to Come Home To.” 
It was noted in the December issue, in 
which Part I appeared, that the writer was 
Howard L. Logan, then a Sergeant in the 
U. 8S. Atmy Air Force, Saipan. By the 
time Part II was ready for the press, the 
gladsome news reached Headquarters that 
Howard was at home again with his fam- 
ily and out of uniform. So in the above 
heading we dropped the “‘Sergeant,”’ and 
we are very sure that Howard was quite 
willing to drop it. We can’t be sure of 
the kind of local League Howard came 
home to, but we can be sure that Howard 
has rolled up his sleeves and gone to work 
to contribute his part to make it all that 
it ought to be.—Editor) 


Protestant Thanksgiving service on the morning of August phere Saipan, 


with 1200 men present, one of whom was the writer of this article. 
N. Haugse (ULC) was one of seven Chaplains who took part. 


aplain Ernest 
Simultaneously a 


similar service for Roman Catholics was held at the other end of the large field and 
in the middle of the field one was held for the Jews. 


Five 


N ancient Southern mountain- 
FL eer was fond of exclaiming, 

Cle acanmhavies imyard=uthers, 
I’d druther be myself than anybody 
else.’ And I would rather be a min- 
ister than anything else. 

The ministry has a challenge, a 
strength, and a reward that surpass 
those which all other life works could 
me, And it demands more of 
too. 


The Challenge of the Ministry 

First, the challenge. This is a sick 
wold and, like a sick child, it does 
not always know what is wrong with 
itself. But, as the good physician 
knows what is ailing the child, so the 
Good Physician, God in Christ, 
knows what the world’s afflictions 
emies 

A challenge like that which comes 
to the physician to diagnose, pre- 
scribe for, and cure the diseases of 
his patients also fires the soul of the 
minister. The doctor has his materia 
medica (book of diseases and reme- 
dies) and the minister has his Bible. 
They serve the same purpose. 

Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, 
went about doing good and set the 
standard for His ministers. In all the 
world of human activity can you 
think of an act more challenging than 
that of doing good? Of making this a 
better world, of causing flowers to 
grow beside the heavily trodden ways 
or the wild, roaring streets, or the 
dusty roads? Of binding spiritual 
wounds, of blessing those who have 
been hurt, of lifting up the fallen, of 
cheering the discouraged, of cooling 
off the angered passions, of directing 
talented minds into creative endeavor, 
of bringing folks into the Kingdom 
of God? 

The thrill of that challenge, the ur- 
gency of these times, drive a minister 
with such force that he is swept along 
by the full tide of serving love. 

In some little fable that appeared 
in print the other day, a wayfarer 
asked a scarecrow if he never became 
tired, standing all day long in his 
frightening shabbiness, and the hood- 
lum replied, “Not at all. The joy of 
scaring others never tires me.” 


give 
me, 
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I wouldn’t know anything about the 
joy of scaring people, but the hap- 
piness of loving and serving never 
palls, even when occasionally you feel 
the cross under that love and serv- 
ice. 

The Strength of the Ministry 


Then there is the strength. The 
ministry has that, too. If it hadn't, 
none of us would remain ministers 


long. You will remember that, when 
Jesus was touched by the woman in 
the throng, He said, “I perceive vir- 
tue hath gone out of Me.” A strange 
saying, but fully understood when you 


meet the needs of humankind con- 
stantly. For virtue does go out of 
you. The word does not mean good- 


ness alone, as we commonly use it; 
it means strength, or manhood, or 


virility, which is a word from the 
same stem. 
Often the minister comes to the 


end of the day, having been drained 
by one crisis after another, until he 
can do little more than a fellow pas- 
tor of mine once said “drag myself 
before the altar and feel my power 
coming back again.”’ He is little dif- 
ferent in that respect from any good 
workman, who “needeth not to be 
ashamed.” All conscientious workers 
experience the loss of strength, but 
they “knit up the ravelled sleeve of 
care’ by sleep. One cannot do that 
with spiritual enervation, for the soul 


is not made strong by sleep or other 
forgetfulness. 

The minister regains his power 
through the Word and prayer. As he 
reads the blessed promises of Scrip- 
ture and unburdens his heavily-laden 
heart to God, the balm of the Father 
soothes him, and the grace of God 
rebuilds his flagging energies. He 
has a vast storehouse to draw from, 
a storehouse not exclusively his, of 
course. We all-have access to it, for 
God is no respecter of persons. 


The Reward of the Ministry 

And, finally, there is the reward. 
What do you surmise it is? Wealth: 
Well, ministers do not starve, and 
they dress well, but you could hard- 
ly call them wealthy. Prestige? True, 
the minister is respected in his com- 
munity and the cloth receives greater 
courtesy than that which is given to 
many others. Friends? The minister 
has hundreds of them, but he has en- 
emies, too, if he p°eaches and lives 
the Word, for this “vain world” is not 
“a friend to grace,” and there are 
those who do not warm to righteous- 
ness. 


Wealth, prestige and friends; the 
minister has them all in moderation. 
But his great reward is what sainted 
Dr. Leander M. Zimmerman declared, 
“God has been good to me.” The 
friendship of God, the consciousness 
ot His presence, the feeling that He 
approves, the security of His guard- 
ing and guiding love, His reinforce- 
ment of your efforts, His overruling 
of your mistakes and His magnifying 
of your limited abilities, all these con- 
stitute a reward that is more satisfy- 
ing than all else. 


Because of the ministry's challenge 
to life service; because of its strength 
for every need; and because of its re- 
wards now and forever in the good- 
ness of God, I’d rather be a minister. 

Perhaps God has called YOU to 
be a male minister or a female min- 
ister, whom we call missionaries and 
deaconesses and parish workers. Per- 
haps He is calling you through these 
very words. If you feel that He is 
think it over. Wouldn't you, 
rather be a minister? 


’ 


too, 
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ANCY and tradition have woven 

for us many beautiful stories 

centering around Christmas and 
its celebration. Some of these have 
even sprung up around the angels of 
Christmas. In Jugo-Slavia it was 
thought that on Christmas Eve the 
angels passed over all springs, touch- 
ing them with their wings and mak- 
ing them pure. There is great cere- 
mony connected with the drawing of 
water to be used as Christmastide. At 
dawn virgins take their pitchers to the 
springs, throwing basil and corn into 
the water to typify cleanliness and a 
bountiful harvest. 


There is also a legend of a wood- 
cutter and his wife and two children 
who lived on the edge of a big forest. 


One midwinter night as they sat 
around the fire eating their meager 
supper, a storm was raging outside. 
Suddenly above the storm a faint 


knock was heard at the door and when 
the woodcutter opened it, they heard 
a small voice say, “I am a poor child. 
Please let me in, for I have nothing 
to eat and no place to go.” 


“Come in, dear child,’ urged the 
woodcutter’s wife. “We do not have 
much food to share but you may sleep 
in the children’s warm bed.” The child 
entered and while the woodcutter’s 
children looked on and thanked God 
for their snug) home, the child ate a 
few crumbs and was soon fast asleep. 


In the middle of the night, the wood- 
cutter’s little girl was awakened by the 
sound of beautiful singing. She looked 
out of the window and saw the child 
standing out in the snow surrounded 
Dy avast) throng, of angels; The 
stranger child was no longer in poor 
rags, but was dressed in gleaming ra- 
diance. The child exclaimed, “I am 
the Christchild, bringing happiness to 
good child-en. I shall bring you a 
blessing.” Since that time the Christ- 
child comes each year to bring gifts to 
all good children. 
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The angels’ song of “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace 
goodwill toward men” has always had 
deep meaning for all Christians. As 
these words are written the world is 
celebrating its first day of peace on 
earth after many years of war. With- 
in an hour after the restless, waiting 
world had heard the glorious words 
of victory and peace, one of our large 
Lutheran churches attempted to hold 
services of thanks and praise to Al- 
mighty God. Outside of the doors of 
this downtown church the surging, 
noisy crowds were busily burning in 
effigy the body of one of the war lords. 
Inside the chu.ch above the clamor of 
the worldly din, the angels of God 
spoke to the worshippers so hastily as- 
sembled, saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace good will 
toward men.” The world knows little 
of this true angel message and it is 
only as it discovers this true meaning 
that permanent peace will be assured. 


By our gifts of $1 or mo e to the 
Sustaining Membership Fund in Con- 
tributing and Service Memberships, we 
help to spread a deeper knowledge of 
this peace through Christ to the hearts 
of the youth of the world. When these 
have learned of this peace, they, too, 
like the shepherds of old, will want to 
spread abroad the news and tell others 
of “the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding,’ which has come to 
them. By further gifts of $5 or more 
in Loyalty, Honor, Gift or Memorial 
Memberships, we continue to spread 
the song of the angels and not only 
render a loving service at Christmas- 
tide, but encourage others to do like- 


wise. Send your gift today to The 
Luther League of America, 405 


Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


MILDRED GARTELMANN 
Past Chairman, Sustaining 


Membership Fund Committee 


MISS MILDRED GARTELMANN 


Savannah, 


Georgia 


MISS GARTELMANN 
COMPLETES CHAIRMANSHIP 


Miss Mildred Gartelmann, of Savan- 
nah, Ga., a Member-at-Large on the 
Luther League of America’s Executive 
Committee since the Charleston Con- 
vention, July, 1935, served as chairman 
of its important sub-committee on Sus- 
taining Membership for the past six 
years. President Schaediger’s appoint- 
ment of Miss Gartelmann made her re- 
sponsible for the raising of the amount 
budgeted for 1940 and each year since. 
She completes her work as chairman 
with the close of the year 1945. 


An important part of her work of 
promoting this Fund has been the writ- 
ing of interesting paragraphs on sea- 
sonal themes for the columns of “The 
Luther League Review” throughout this 
six year period. Never did Miss Gar- 
telmann fall down in providing this 
copy. What she wrote became a fea- 
ture for which readers looked with in- 
terest. Only a couple of times during 
this period were the demands upon the 
space such that the S. M. article was 
crowded out. The December issue was 
a case in point. 

In publishing the last article from 
Miss Gartelmann’s pen in promotion 
of the S. M. Fund, the editor wishes 
to express the League’s appreciation 
for the good work which she has done 
for these six years. She has done her 
work with singular faithfulness and de- 
votion, building up the receipts from 
the S. M. Fund to more than $5,006 
in 1945. Our heartiest thanks are ex- 
tended to her and our best wishes are 
extended to her successor as Chairman 
of the Fund, Mr. Eddie Wiggert, of 
Detroit. 
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New Pay For 


friendship 
a tremendous beat- 
storm of war and 
bloodshed has passed. Through those 
dark clouds, which overshadowed 
many friendships, shine the rays of 
a new day for friendship. 


HE foundations of 
have taken 


wookes, Rate 


“All of my friends are in the serv- 
ice. There’s not much for a fellow 
to do when his buddies are being 
drafted.’ This is what many a teen- 
age lad—just a little too young for 
the service—has had to face. 


“T haven’t had a date for months. 
My old boy-friends are all across the 
sea. There’s no. possibility of mak- 
ing new friends for they have to 
leave for the service before one gets 
acquainted.” This is the substance 
of what many a teen-age girl has 
either felt or said. 


For years all of our friends have 
been in the service. The foundations 
of friendship have been somewhat 
neglected. At any rate there has been 
little opportunity to build on what- 
ever foundations may have _ been 
established. For years young men 
and young ladies have lived on ra- 
tions in food and clothing and gaso- 
line. Friendship, too, has been ra- 
tioned. For years we have learned to 
live and get along on substitutes, but 
they were not equal to the real 
thing. This is also true of friendship, 
for while we did have access to let- 
ters, they were but substitutes for 
the companionship of real friends. 
It’s kind of hard to express our real 
feelings in letters—emotions are hard 
to put down in pen and ink. Also, 
those visits to the camp or service 
centers were a big help, but they can- 
not take the place of friendship days 
in which a young lady or young man 
really enjoy the hours spent together. 


As far as friendship is concerned, 
we have lived these past four years 
on a survival level. Life did not have 
the richness and fullness of normal 
friendship days. Youth managed to 
squeeze out of life enough friendship 
to survive the crisis. Life had little 
of the luxury of friendship days. For 
some young ladies friendship with 
those of their own age was fast be- 
coming an unknown experience. 
Those young men who were in the 
service were not permitted to enjoy 
friendship with those in the country 
which they had conquered—until very 
recently! Young men lived a rather 
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“Tonight, yes. John and Jane will be here, too” 


one-sided life with associations that 
went only as far as contact with 
other men or at best with an oc- 


casional Red Cross worker, a Service 
lady or a nurse. G. I. Joe had little 
contact with anyone other than his 
own group. 

Then came peace. “The war is over. 
Thank God, peace has come at last.” 
It will be quite a while before every 
boy-friend and every husband gets 
home. But at least we know that he 
will be coming home before long. It’s 
a new day for friendship. 


Friendship Will Win the New Day 


“How long has it been since you 
saw Tom?” 

“It's been eighteen months. That's 
a long time. It seems like years since 
we strolled down the lane together. 
I wonder how soon he’ll be home?” 

Lots has been written about the re- 
turning service man. Some of it is 
just plain bunk. Other has merit and 
deserves our attention if we are to 
be able to understand ourselves and 
the veteran. One thing is certain; 
the returning veteran wants to have 
a place, he wants to be somebody and 
be cared for by someone. In other 
words, friendliness and a big heart 
will be a boost to him. Friendship 
will win the day. 


This does not mean pity. It does 
not mean sentimentality. Nor does it 
mean “the hero crush.’ Too much 
“smother love’ will ruin the new day 
for friendship. But real and sincere 
friendliness, which comes from a fun- 
damental need for the warmth of 
friendship, will win the new day. 


As indicated before in previous ar- 
ticles, both the veteran and the girl 
back home have changed. There will 
be differences in each. But one thing 
does not change: the fundamental de- 
sire of all for friends. This desire may 
have “been throttled” for a while. We 
have been busy either waging war or 
working in war plants so that the 
war could be won. This tension has 
produced an exhaustion which left lit- 
tle opportunity for friendship. But, 
you can’t keep a good thing down. 
Friendship will not stay throttled. It 
demands expression. 


The American boy is just a little 
tired of “pin-ups.” The pin-up is all 
right as a substitute, but it never re- 
places the real presence of the typical 
American girl. Somehow, “pin-ups” 
are not typical. The G. I. knows that 
it is a posed picture which has a tinge 
of artificiality to it. What he wants 
is not a glamourous model so much as 
a good, wholesome, Christian girl. 
What he wants is friendship, warmth, 
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companionship. So does every normal 


and healthy-minded young person. 
There's something about this human 


Mature of ours which desires to be 
loved and cared for by a person of the 
opposite sex. A war may repress this 
desire for a while but the desire for 
friendship cannot be kept down. It 
must find expression. 


Win Friendship By Being Friendly 

Be friendly. Shed 
this world which has felt the chilly 
blast of cruelty. The world needs a 
healing balm. The warmth of friend- 
liness can be part of this healing balm. 


some warmth in 


Those who have been in the service 
have had a sterile kind of life. They 
have become mere serial numbers in a 
big war machine. Personality has be- 
come somewhat impersonal. They as 
individuals have been designated as 


some part of a huge machine. It was 
ther dutyeto act as told at was) not 
their privilege to question the com- 
mand or to stop and ask the one who 
gave the order the reason for it. The 
result is a loss of self-esteem. Life 
for them had become cold and some- 
what brusque. So, be friendly. 

The-e is no need to look upon every 
returned serviceman with suspicion. 
Some people are trying to make civil- 
ians fear the returned serviceman. 
They picture him as a strange sort of 
a person. They would have a feeling 
of tenseness, suspicion and uneasiness 
accompany the welcome of the re- 
turned veteran. 

Certainly one must recognize that 
a change has taken place, but there 
is no need to conclude that the change 
has been for the worse. Many young 
men will be restless and impatient up- 


on their return to civilian life, but this 
does not mean that they will not ad- 
just to normal living again. There are 
many boys of excellent character who 
have entered the nation’s armed forces. 
Your brothers, your husbands, your 
boy-friends are among them. They 
went into service with a frm faith and 
a sterling character. The chances are 
that they will have called upon that 
faith of theirs to see them through 
those days. There is no need to con- 
clude that the returned G. I. Joes will 
be sex maniacs, brutal and barbarous 
murderers, neurotic and maladjusted 
misfits. To be truly friendly you can- 
not carry hidden in your feelings a sus- 
picion that the boy-friend is less of a 
Christian than he was before he went 
away. Suspicion does not create 
warmth; it keeps friendship cool and 
chilly. 

Be friendly. The warmth of true 
friendship will take the soreness out of 
whatever war experiences he may have 
had. The friendly smile will go a long 
way in helping to settle that restless- 
ness that is the result of war. Being 
friendly will put more meaning into life 
for both of you. 


(Continued on Page 30) 
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“That’s no joke. 


John, you know how it was.” 
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When the holiday rush is over and 
the long, cold part of the year is here, 
you will probably find a good book a 
handy thing to have a ound. And for 
those of you who like James Hil- 
ton’s novels, there is a new one called 
So Well Remembered (Little, Brown 
and Co., $2.50) which we know you 
will like. The scene is laid in a small 
English town, the time is now, and 
the story has to do with Browdley’s 
citizens, chiefly the genial Mayor, 
George Boswell, and the woman who 
was once his wife. George belonged 
to one of the laboring families who 
lived in four miserable rooms (with- 
out running water) and occasionally 
wondered where the next meal was 
coming from. But George grew up 
with two aspirations—a university de- 
gree, and slum clearance. The second 
he attained by great patience: the 
first, he did not. Olivia was a Chan- 
ning (her family built the first cotton 
mill, and the second, and most of the 
miserable houses) and she at least had 
enough space for privacy. He: child- 
hood was a curious one, and as a re- 
sult she developed a strange person- 
ality. The latter fact, however, did 
not interfere with her influence on 
the lives of three men—George; he~ 
second husband, Jery-y Winslow, and 
their son Charles. But by a curious 
twist of fate, it was George who freed 
Charles from his mother’s stifling 
grasp so that he could plot his own 
destiny following this second World 
War. 


Or maybe you like A. J. Cronin. If 
sO, we suggest that you read The 
Green Years (Little, Brown and Co., 
$2.50). We suggest that you read it 
anyhow; it has nothing to do with 
the war we have just won; it doesn’t 
even mention it! You will find Robert 
Shannon and his family very like 
people you yourself know. There’s 
Cadger Gow, his amorous, penniless, 
kindly great-grand‘ather, and Grand- 
ma, his extremely religious great- 
grandmother (on another side of the 
family), and Papa, his penny-pinching 
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erandfather—to mention only a few. 
But none of them really understand 
Robert and your heart will ache for 
him sometimes. At others, you will 
probably chuckle, since no life is com- 
pletely without its bright side. No 
matter which, you will like the story 
—and may we suggest that you read 
it before the movie ve~sion appears? 


Florence Mary Fitch has written 
a book which everyone should read, 
especially those of you who work 


with young people. Its title is One 
God—The Ways We Worship Him 
(Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Co., $2.00), 
and it is an interesting comparative 
study of the Jewish, Catholic and 
Protestant religions. Its main virtues, 
aside from the actual information con- 
tained in it, are its simplicity and 
readability. Miss Fitch, who for many 
years has been a member of the Ober- 
lin faculty, has spent much of her life 
studying religious customs and _ prac- 
tices not only in seminary courses 
here, but also at first hand by travel- 
ing in Europe and the O ient. Inci- 
dentally, you will probably be amazed 
at the number of things these differ- 
ent faiths actually have in common. 
The author does not, however, sense 
the genius of Lutheran worship. For 
that, Luther Leaguers should read 
Dr. Luther D. Reed’s fo thcoming 
book, “The Liturgy of the Church,” 


or Dry P22. Strodach’s Manual on 
Worship,” in the beautiful new and 
revised edition. 


Education Committee, Luther League of America 


There’s a thin book by Irwin Sha- 
piro that we think you should read, 
too. Its name is John Henry and the 
Double-Jointed Steam Drill (Julian 
Messner, Inc., $1.50) and it’s in quite 
another vein from the one previously 
mentioned. You will find the legend 
in our folklore, but this version gath- 
ers momentum as the tale unfolds— 
and James Daugherty’s bold, vigor- 
ous illustrations are part and parcel 
of its speed. John Henry was a 
Negro of tremendous size who drove 
steel for the railroad, and it is said 
that he could and did drive his ham- 


mer faster than a steam drill. All of 
which is highly improbable, but it 
will make good, light reading on a 


day when you are tired coping with 
your post-war problems. 

But before you forget the war com- 
pletely—why it came to be fought 
and how it was be‘ore reconversion 
—track down a copy of Norman Cor- 
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win’s On a Note of Triumph (Simon 
and Shuster, $1.50) and read it. It 
was originally a radio script written 
in celebration of our victory over 
Germany, but it doesn’t read like a 
simple football cheer. In its transla- 
tion from radio to book form it be- 
comes something very new and dif- 
ferent in literature as well as in 
printer's format. It’s quite a thing; 
don’t miss reading it at least once. 


P. S. This would be a fine time for 
you to read Lloyd C. Douglas’ won- 
derful story, The Robe, if you have 
not already done so, You will find it 
fascinating and  thought-provoking, 
and you will be sorry to come to the 
last period. We were! 
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Martin Niemoeller 


By SAMUEL TREXLER, D. D. 


HEN Martin Niemoller, at a 
2) Baltic fishing village in the sum- 

mer of 1934, wrote his “From 
U-Boat to Pulpit” he did not in the 
least realize that he was writing but 
a prelude to the great theme that was 
to follow. The hours of solitude with 
their meditation and communion for 
eight long years have produced a men- 
tal and spiritual strength which in- 
evitably make him one of the leaders 
in the rebuilding of the Church in Ger- 
many. When I bade farewell at the 
door of St. Anna’s parsonage in the 
winter of 1934, he presented to me a 
copy of his new book and autographed 
the fly leaf with the accompanying in- 
scription: “Das heisst wohl uberhaupt 
‘Leben’: ein Kommando, ein Wort 
Horen, das unsern Gehorsam fordert.” 
(This after all is life, to hear a Com- 
mand, a word, that demands our obe- 
dience.) His vivid personality is in- 
delibly fixed in my mind—of slight fig- 
ure, piercing eyes, and great serenity. 


When I next visited Germany in 
1937, after the Oxford and Edinburgh 
Conferences, he was a prisoner of Hit- 
ler. Through his long internment he 
has heartened men who prize the things 
of the spirit, and has made the world 
to realize that the age of the martyr 
is not past. He does not dwell on his 
suffering in prison camps. 


He is the child of~a Lutheran par- 
sonage—his father, a faithful pastor in 
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Prisoner for eight years 
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Westphalia, died in 1939, His 
brother is at present a pastor 
in Bielefeld, Born in 1892, he 
was of military age during the 
first World War, and entered 
the service of his country. He 
compares the beginnings of 
both wars and tells with what 
heavy hearts men faced the 
second World War. He served 
for the entire four years, for 
the most part as a submarine 
commander. At the close of 
this war he decided to give 
himself to the pastorate, there- 
by helping to fill his people’s 
greatest need. During the pe- 
riod between the two wars 
Germany was like a ship try- 
ing to escape the reefs along 
a rock coast. Niemoller was 
soon called to the capital city 
and for eighteen years 
preached to the influential 
congregation of St. Anna’s 
parish in Dahlem, in the 
southern section of the city. My first 
impression of him was the Berlin 
hegira to the Dahlem church. Crowds 
came by subway, in taxicabs, and on 
foot. One was fortunate if he could 
find standing room during the service. 
When Pastor Niemoller mounted the 
pulpit he held the vast congregation, 
consisting largely of young people, 
spellbound by the spiritual strength of 
his simple sermon. In the pulpit he 
made no allusion to his conflict with 
his government. Accordingly I was 
much surprised to find in a volume of 
his sermons, for the first Sunday in 
Lent, 1933, the following statement: 
“The fact is that it is simply impossible 
to accept the comfortable formula that 
politics has no place in the Church. 
Such a claim may be permissible only 
so long as politics is concerned with 
trivial matters.’ And yet in spite of 
this I never heard him refer to his dif- 
ferences with the leaders of the Nazi 
party. In this same year of 1934 I was 
one of over 10,000 people who packed 
the Tennis Hall in Wilmersdorf on 
Buss Tag to hear Niemoller preach on 
“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 


perish.” (Luke 13:3) 


Niemoller was, however, greatly con- 
cerned for the future of his church and 
for the Third Reich. Early in 1933 he 
had an audience with the Fuhrer in 
which he confessed his deep concern. 
To this Hitler retorted haughtily, “The 


: 
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Thid Reich is my concern.” During 
those troublesome days of the birth of 
the Third Reich he showed his leader- 
ship in being present in every part of 
Germany—heartening the pastors and 
calling them together in the Confes- 
sional Synods—Barmen, Dahlem. The 
sword was constantly hanging over 
him but the powers of this world had 
no hold on him. He was in truth a 
second Martin Luther and he could 
confess the words of “A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God.” The fell day 
did finally arrive, and in July, 1937, he 
was arrested for “violating the law as 
a citizen of the State,’ taken to Or- 
anienburg and later to Dachau. 


As the war clouds cleared away, by 
some strange mystery he was found ina 
hotel in Naples, trying to get word of 
his safety to his wife who was near 
Munich. Of his eight children he knew 
of the safety of but two. In the first 
interviews he spoke of his desire to 
visit England and America. He is 
strongly of the feeling that Germany 
must first attempt to rehabilitate her- 
self. 


Should not the Lutheran Church 
throughout the world thank God that 
there remains such a living witness to 
the truth as it is in Christ Jesus? 
Should we not pray for him that his 
hands may be sustained for the greater 
work that still awaits him? 


Eleven 


New A ifaintments Math 


The annual meeting of the Executive 
Committee of The Luther League of 
America was held in Philadelphia at 
Headquarters in the Muhlenberg Build- 
ing, October 5 and 6, 1945, reverting 
to the former practice of holding these 
sessions in the fall of the year. 

This meeting was characterized by 
new faces and forward looking. Due 
to new appointments of the president, 
Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger, there were 
two new committee chairmen. Miss 
Ruth Martsolf, of Beaver Falls, Pa., a 
Pittsburgh Synod Leaguer and leader, 
is the new chairman of the Education 
Committee. Miss Harriet Reeves, of 
Baltimore, Md., President of the Mary- 
land Synodical Luther League, is the 
new chairman of the Missionary Com- 
mittee. Miss Virginia Wirt, of Des 
Moines, Lowa, previously filling out an 
unexpired term, continues as chairman 
of the Life Service Committee. 


President Dr. Fry Present 


The committee was complimented by 
the helpful presence and counsel of 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President of 
The United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica. Dr. Fry’s very busy schedule did 
not permit his remaining throughout 
the sessions, but he was of invaluable 
assistance during the time he was 
present. 


A full attendance of the Committee, 
with one exception, was noted. How- 


Ruth 
Education Committee 


Martsolf, Chairman 


Twelve 


ard L. Logan, Second Vice-President, 
then Sergeant in the U.S.A.A.F., was 
out of the country with the armed 
forces. Others in attendance at the 
meeting included; Rev. J. O. Kemp- 
son, former chairman of the Mission- 
ary Committee; Rey. Carl Driscoll, 
Youth Worker, Ohio Synod; Miss 
Norma Ruth Mangum, Young People’s 
Worker of the Virginia Synod; Mr. 
Garfield Raymond, President of the 
Luther League of the Canada Synod; 
Dr. Paul C. White, Director of Re- 
ligious Education, New York Synod; 
Miss Nona Diehl, representing the W. 
IM, SS; OR wae WeELCue Wie, leave 
Bader, representing the Brotherhood 
of the U.L.C.A.; Dr. S. White Rhyne, 
representing the Parish and Church 
School Board; and Mr. John George 
Kurzenknabe, printer to The Luther 
League of America. 


Pittsburgh Convention Dates Chosen 


One of the first items of new busi- 
ness to be transacted was the decision 
to hold the Jubilee Convention of The 
Luther League of America in Pitts- 
burgh, July 11-15, 1946. Many details 
of the proposed program were decided 
upon and news of its development will 
be disclosed as the time for the event 
itself draws nearer. Meantime, plan 
now to join in the greatest conven- 
tion of the organization which came 
into being in Pittsburgh, October 31, 
1895, and has served the Luther 
Church in America for fifty fruitful 
years. 

In order to get back on the sched- 
ule of holding conventions in the odd 
numbered years, and the year when 
they Uae. Gene doesm notaholdmitsm cons 
vention, it was decided to recommend 
to the Pittsburgh convention that the 
Luther League of America meet again 
in 1947. It will be remembered that, 
due to wartime circumstances, no con- 
vention has been held since 1941, when 
Kitchener-Waterloo, Canada,  enter- 
tained. 


It becomes increasingly evident that 
the big job ahead of the Luther League 
of America in the next few years will 
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Rev. Paul Renz, Hammond, Ind. 
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MISSION COMMITTEE 


Harriet Reeves, Chairman, 
Baltimore, Md. 


Betty Decker, ; 
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada 


Margaret McFalls, Altoona, Pa. 
Rev. Roland Reichman, Decatur, 11). 
Dorothy Seagle, Lincolnton, N. C. 
Helen Smith, Albany, N. Y, 


require the services of a larger staff. 
So it was decided to authorize the sec- 
retaries to make approaches to indi- 
viduals of means to underwrite their 
salary and expenses of a third staff 
member. When the funds have been 
assured for a period of five years, the 
Ways and Means Committee will place 
in nomination the name of someone to 
fll the position. Meantime, the main 
thing is to gather the funds with which 
to make possible this advance step. 


Golden Anniversary Fund Progresses 

The Executive Secretary reported 
progress in the work of gathering the 
Golden Anniversary Fund. A detailed 
statement of the state of developments 
in each of the Synodical and State 
Leagues was given. Up to that time 
two Leagues had completed their 
quotas, namely, Virginia and Georgia- 
Alabama. Since that time Texas has 
completed its quota, making the third 
to go over the top. With a quota of 
£175, Texas came through with a gift 
of $217.75. For other details of the 
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LIFE SERVICE COMMITTEE 
Virginia Wirt, Chairman, 

Des Moines, Iowa 
Marian Sbach, Toledo, Ohio 
Margaret Gippert, Saugerties, N. Y. 
Edna Mecherly, Boyertown, Pa. 
Norman Schroeder, Scribner, Neb. 


Rey. Edgar D. Ziegler, 
Bloomsburg, Pa. 


Anniversa y Fund, as of the date giv- 
en, see page 30. 

In view of the urgency of the need 
in the European youth situation, it was 
decided to give the first $5,000 con- 
tributed to the Golden Anniversary 
Fund to that project and to transmit 
it promptly through the American Sec- 
tion of the Lutheran World Conven- 
tion. It is urged that all treasurers 
holding funds for the Golden Anni- 
versary Fund transmit them as quickly 
as possible so as to facilitate the dis- 
patching of these funds at the earliest 
possible time. 


New Missionary Project Selected 

The great urgency of the need in 
Europe also influenced the Committee 
to adopt the recommendation of the 
Missionary Committee, Rev. J. O. 
Kempson, retiring Chairman, that the 
Missionary Project, until the Pitts- 
burgh Convention, be the raising of 
additional funds for Lutheran youth 
work in Europe (on a non-quota ba- 
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sis)! In promotion of this project there 
will be a special program prepared for 
use in the Leagues on Missionary Day, 
January 27, 1946. It is in connection 
with the observance of this day that 
the offering for the missionary project 
is generally received. This year it is 
hoped that there will be such an out- 
pouring of generosity as has never be- 
fore been witnessed in the Luther 
League of America. No attempt has 
been made to put limits on the gen- 
erosity of the youth of the Church in 
America by adopting a goal and as- 
signing quotas. The overwhelming, 
tragic need of our brethren in central 
Europe is particularly appalling. Can 
we not excel our best efforts in the 
past for so worthy a goal? 

It was voted to continue the work- 
ing relationship with the Missionary 
Education Movement and for the pres- 
ent to send both Rev. J. O. Kempson 
and Secretary Frease as representatives 
to its meetings. 

Ges, Weel Il, Gievelke, PIPL, Chenoa, 
reported plans for more aggressive pro- 
motion of the PTL, including printing 
of new literature on the subject, funds 
for which will come from the Golden 
Anniversary Fund. 


A new policy towards synodical 
summer schools was adopted. It is 
planned to offer to all synodical sum- 
mer schools a Luther League worker 
to teach Luther League methods and 
materials, and to make the services of 
such a person available to all such 
schools on the basis of a pooled rate 
of $25 toward travel, plus meals and 
lodging throughout the school. This is 
an attempt to equalize the cost for 
schools in all sections of the country. 


A special Lite Service Day program 
was authorized for use on May 5, 1946, 
and a new inspirational pamphlet on 
the subject of the various phases of 
full-time service was voted for use in 
connection with the Christian Service 
Institutes. 


Youth Sunday Designated 


Sunday, September 22, 1946, was 
designated as Youth Sunday and the 
concurrence of the Parish and Church 
School Board for joint observance is 
again being sought. A “Faith in 
Youth” offering was approved for re- 
ceipt in Luther Leagues on this day. 
In the special program which will be 
prepared for that day the theme 
“Vouth Looks to Christ” will be fol- 
lowed. 


A request was directed to the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the United Church 
that the Calendar of Causes be amend- 
ed so as to make the next to the last 
Sunday in September Youth Sunday, 
with the understanding that the Luth- 
er League be priviliged to receive of- 
ferings on that day. Concurrence of 
the Parish and Church School Board 
is being sought in this action. 


In order to effect a closer tie be- 
tween the United Lutheran Church and 
its youth organization, a request was 
made for official representation of the 
Church at Executive Committee meet- 
ings and at conventions of The Luther 
League of America. 


After six consecutive years of faith- 
ful and efficient service as Sustaining 
Membership Chairman, Miss Mildred 
Gartelmann was succeeded by Mr. Ed- 
ward Wiggert in that post. An ap- 
propriate expression of appreciation 
was tendered the retiring chairman. 
(For financial summary see page 30). 


1946 Budget Adopted 


The change in meeting time worked 
the greatest difficulty on the Finance 
Committee. In recent yea-s the Jan- 
uary meeting enabled them to have a 
complete yearly statement before 
them as they planned for a new year. 
Despite the difficulty of not knowing 
exactly how the finances of the year 


Edward Wiggert, Chairman 
Sustaining Membership Committee 
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would turn out, the committee under 
the direction of the Treasurer, Howard 
Turkheimer, Jr., bravely built the 
budget for the new year, figuring on 
a minimum income of $31,725 from all 
sources in 1946. The main sources of 
income include: Dues; U.L.C.A. ap- 
propriation; Sustaining Membership 
Fund; subscriptions to publications; 
and Youth Sunday Offering. 


It was voted to enter all lay and 
clerical employees in the respective 
Pension Plans of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, beginning January 


1, 1946. 


The Service Leaguer Discontinued 

The War Service Committee, Donald 
F. Bautz, chairman, made its final re- 
port. It was determined that in view 
of the rapid demobilization of troops 
and the present difficulty in directing 
mail to those in the service, “The 
Service Leaguer” be discontinued with 
the December issue. A special Wel- 
come Home poster was also planned 
as an insert in the December issue of 
“The Luther League Review.” Thanks 
were voted Mr. Bautz for his part in 
bringing “The Service Leaguer” into 
being and keeping it going since April, 
1944. It is planned to purchase a serv- 
ice plaque showing the total number 
of Leaguers who served in World War 
II and formally present it at the Pitts- 
burgh Convention. 


To the list of Standing Committees 
has been added one other—an Advisory 
Committee of Intermediate Workers, 
only the chairman of which is a mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee. The 
committee is composed as_ follows: 
Miss Mildred Gartelmann, Savannah, 
Ga., Chairman; Mrs. Marguerite Spen- 
cer, Kitchener, Ont) Canada: Sister 
Pearle byerly-meVWashinetonwn Dane; 
Miss Anna Zophs, Weehawken, N. J.; 
Rey. K. Bruno Neumann, Chicago, II1.; 
and Miss Laura L. Vroom, North 
Plainneld, No J. 


Birthday Festivities Held 

The Committee’s Annual Dinner 
Meeting was held in a private dining 
room at one of Philadelphia’s fine 
restaurants. It took on the nature of a 
Birthday Party, the 50th of the Luther 
League of America. At the head table 
was a la-ge birthday cake, pictured 
herewith. Placecards and flowers car- 
ried out the golden anniversary idea. A 
voluntary offering for the Golden An- 
niversary Fund was received. The 
youngest member present, little Miss 
Connie Wiggert, passed a gold covered 
box to all persons present for their of- 
fering. When the box was opened it 
was discovered that those present, 
some of whom had already contributed 
substantially in their synodical 


Leagues, had given in cash or pledges 
$342.25. 


Fourteen 


Dr HH: D. Hoover, President of U.L.C.A- 
Deaconess Board, receiving L. L. check from 
the hand of Rev. J. O. Kempcson, 
Chairman Mission Committee. 


retiring 


Following the meal and the Birth- 
day festivities, Rev. J. Obert Kemp- 
son presided over the Service of Pre- 
sentation of Gifts for the Deaconess 
lCslosehay len IMae Ikexi, IDse, lial, ID) 
Hoover, President of the Board of 
Deaconess’ Work of the UL LL. Gy A 
was present to receive the check on 
behalf of that Board. Dr. Hoover made 
a very appropriate talk in accepting 
the check for $12,348.06 for the recent- 
ly completed missionary p oject—an 
Endowment Fund for the lib-aries of 
our two Motherhouses. 


A NEW YEAR PARTY 
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a circle. When the music stops the per- 
son holding the package begins to un- 
wrap it. No one is allowed to break 
the string or ribbon. Care should be 
taken that knots are not tied too tight- 
ly. When the music begins again the 
package should be passed on. When it 
stops, the person holding it begins un- 
wrapping again. This continues until 
all the wrappings are off, and the per- 
son taking the final wrapper off, wins 


the gift. 


Spelling Ree in Reverse 

A list of names is prepared (words 
of about six or seven letters) and 
players are asked to spell them, back- 
ward. Teams should be chosen as for 
a regular spelling bee, and when the 
word is given to a contestant he must 
begin spelling before the leader counts 


ten. 


Refreshments 

Sandwiches and a hot drink, coffee 
or hot chocolate would be welcome, 
for this is usually a cold month. Home- 
made gingerbread also would be good 


with lemon sauce or whipped cream. 
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Golden Anniversary Cake 
Bore Legend 


GOLDEN JUBILEE 
LUTHER LEAGUE 
OF AMERICA 
1895—1945 
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Home From The War 
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com ing arms ot 


By LEWIS F. KOON 


(Formerly Chaplain, U. S. A.) 


MMEDIATELY let me say that 
ig don’t pretend to know quite all 

about the retu-ning ex-serviceman 
—I claim to speak no final word on 
the subject! Others, who gained their 
experience under somewhat different 
circumstances, may have reached very 
different conclusions; some even of 
them who were with me may disagree 
here and there. But I was with a 
combat infantry division—a _ division 
which hit the Normandy beach at H- 
hour on D-day, and which, between 
that time and the final German sur- 
render, saw more action and _ took 


< 


Inst 
bes 


more casualties than any other in the 
European Theater of Operations. I 
saw a great deal of war and of men 
in war; I thought a great deal about 
what I saw. I don’t think that I’m 
quite altogether wrong when I sup- 
pose that I have some notion as to 
what the returning ex-serviceman will 
present in the way of a problem to 
the folk who await him at home. 

To begin with, the returning ex- 
serviceman isn’t going to be the prob- 
lem you may have been led to ex- 
pect. 


(Continued on Next Page) 


HOMEWARD BOUND TO HONORABLE DISCHARCE 


Great ships bring Nation’s battle-wearied veteran soldiers to home ports and to the wel- 


relatives, friends and grateful fellow citizens. 
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The Truest Gesture of 


(Continued from Preceding Page) 


there will be 
recognized. 
Certainly you'll find 
more mature; the boy 
away will return to you a man. 
Keep in mind, if you please, that 
he has had two grim experiences 
which you, short of having the ac- 
tual experience yourself, can’t fully 
appreciate; first, the experience of 
knowing that someone is doing his 
level best to kill him and has a very 
cood chance of succeeding, and sec- 
ond, the experience of not knowing 
cne moment whether he may be liv- 
ing the next moment or not. (Of 
course, you may point out that, in 
fact, no one of us knows at any given 
moment whether he may be living the 
next moment or not. But your sol- 
dier in combat has more immediate 
reasons for his uncertainty!) Now, 
under such circumstances, a boy be- 
comes. a man, and a man ages, very 
rapidly. When the one or the other 
comes home you simply need not 
expect him to be quite so much in- 
terested in childish things. In many 
respects he'll be more mature than 
you, who stayed at home, will ever 
be! 


Of course, some 
change to be 
him 


who 


older, 
went 


Again, the returning ex-serviceman 
will expect some word or gesture of 
appreciation. 

Now, I don’t mean to say that 
hell want you to call out the band 
and “make a great fuss” over him. 
He really doesn’t feel like a hero at 
all; and given his own way, he’ll much 
prefer just to slip back into his place 
in the home, the community, the 
chu ch. with as little fanfare as pos- 
sible. But he will expect some clear 
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recognition of the fact that he’s been 
away, some definite acknowledgemeni 
of the fact that he has done a tough 
job and done it well. And he may be 
somewhat sensitive in the matter! Al- 
ready I have talked with men re- 
cently discharged or returned from 
recuperation leaves following over- 
seas duty, men who are wondering 
whether they were really missed 
while they were away, somewhat dis- 
appointed that the folks at home ap- 
parently know so little of the war and 
CoS tO Ve Your returning ex- 
serviceman will expect some gesture, 
perhaps a specially arranged chat, to 
indicate that you knew he was ab- 
sent. In so far as possible be able 
to meet him with some detailed 
knowledge of the victory, including 
its cost, which he and his fellow 


servicemen have won. He'll expect 
this—and he has a right to expect 
it. Above all, don’t expect him to 
be interested in hearing how tough 
things were on the home-front. Ra- 
tioning and all, it will look like heaven 
to him! 

On the whole, however, the veter- 
an isn’t going to present the prob- 


lem you may have been led to sup- 
pose. 

There will be, of course, a few 
rough spots; and failure to recog- 


nize his greater maturity, to appre- 
ciate the job he has done and the 
sacrifice he has made, can make them 
rougher and more numerous. But 
my own conviction is that, with few 
exceptional cases, the veteran will 
make his readjustment to civilian life 
naturally and easily. Just make it 
possible for him to return to a home 
that’s been faithful to him, to resume 
his education, to accept a job, or to 
establish a business with an absolute 
minimum of red-tape involved, to en- 
joy a few of those pleasures of which 
he has dreamed so long, and like any 
normal man, he’ll find his place and 
take up again a normal life. Not ev- 
ery returning serviceman is a case 
for a psychiatrist! Actually, only a 
few, comparatively speaking, ever ex- 
perienced the strain of actual combat 
at all; and something less than all of 
these succumbed to “combat  fa- 
tigue.”’ Frankly, in my estimation 
much too much has been written and 
said about the “difficulty” of read- 
justing the veteran to civilian life, 
whether in his home, community, or 
church relationships. I’m __ seriously 
afraid that in many instances the re- 
adjustment may fail simply because 
its “difficulty” has been far too great- 
ly magnihfed by far too many people 
writing and speaking in deplorable 
ignorance of their subject. 


Foxhole, yes, But this man’s religion did not start here. 
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On the other hand, the Church— 
and this is written with a church 
audience primarily in mind—will not 
assume, at least, it should not as- 
sume, that the returning ex-service- 
man will present no problem at all. 

Whether it wants to or not, the 


Church may just as well or better 
face three facts: 


1. War is necessarily a contradic- 
tion of just about every virtue nor- 
mally taught in a Christian civiliza- 
tion. 

Let me explain briefly: 


Christian civilization 
you are taught to preserve life; in 
war you are taught to kill, at least 
to cripple. (You have a Medical 
Corps only because the effort to kill 
often fails; and even then your pri- 
mary object is that the wounded men 
mays live tom killwagain.)) Again, in a 
normal Christian civilization you are 
taught to build, to construct; in war 
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you are taught to destroy. In a nor- 
mal Christian civilization you are 
taught to love, to show mercy; in 


war you are urged to hate, to be ut- 
terly ruthless. Once more, in a nor- 
mal Christian civilization you are 
taught the virtues of truth, honesty, 
frankness; in war deceit is the thing 
—the greater your skill in the arts 
of deception, the greater your effi- 
ciency and success! 


Now, you can dismiss all this with 


the laconic statement, “Well, that’s 
war!” 
Tt is! It’s also the school in which, 


for some years, millions 0° our young 
men have been enrolled and from 
which they are now graduating. It’s 
a fact for the Church to face! 

2. The returning ex-serviceman has 
lived in an atmosphere of personal 
temptation such as most of you have 
never conceived. 


I really don’t suppose that anyone 


regards life in the armed forces as 
even remotely related to a Sunday 
School. On the other hand, I doubt 


that more than a very few, if any, of 
our pastors and Christian leaders 
have any conception of the force and 
depth of the temptation assailing a 
young man whether in an army camp 
or on the field of combat. Personally, 
I have always tried to be under no 
illusions as to my world; after all, 
dealing with the reality of sin was 
my business and I thought I should 
know something about it. And I flat- 
tered myself that I did—until I hit 
the army! I realized then that I[ 
didn’t know even the A-B-C’s of the 
matter. Worst of all, despite any- 
thing that you may read to the con- 
trary, is the cynical attitude of the 
army itself. I shall never forget one 
officer's ve y frank enumeration (in 
language which I can’t repeat here— 
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if anywhere!) of those factors which 
he considered essential in the mak- 
ing of a soldier. Unfortunately, he 
didn’t speak for himself alone! 


It all sums up to the fact that the 
returning ex-serviceman has lived in 
an atmosphere of personal tempta- 
tion such as most of you have never 
conceived. And there are only too 
few who have not yielded! That there 


will be troubled consciences among 
the men coming home is a_ second 
fact for the Church to face. 


3. The so-called “fox-hole religion” 
Was something less than has been 
popularly supposed. 


True, there was almost no limit to 
the number of Testaments we could 
distribute (if we could get them). 
Of course, men prayed in combat, 
many of them men who had never 
prayed before. Certainly there was a 
somewhat greater interest, nothing 
sensational, in church services. The 
chaplain was more welcome when- 
ever and wherever he appeared. 


But thoughtful observation revealed 
some interesting, and perhaps disap- 
pointing, facts. 


Testaments, for example, were fre- 
quently carried right along with rab- 
bits’ feet and other good-luck charms, 
usualy inthe left breast-pocket. (The 
choice of pocket, of course, is sig- 
nificant—the stories of Testaments 
which had stopped bullets hadu’t been 


The Search for a Job 


Seventeen 


Inter- 
don’t 


published without read! 
estingly perhaps, someone—I 
know  who—commercialized these 
stories by selling to servicemen, or 
to their families, Testaments with a 
thin metal, “bullet-proof” cover.) Sel- 
dom enough, I found, was the Testa- 
ment carried actually read. Prayer 
under fire, I’m afraid, was often little 
more than the natural, instinctive cry 
of any animal in mortal fear. A rab- 
bit, for example, will cry out in the 


beine 


jaws of the hound. Asked many 
times for prayer on going into the 
attack, I was never once asked to 


give thanks for deliverance following 
the attack. Attendance at church 
services, with many at least, was sup- 
posed to afford protection (also an 
opportunity to come out of the line 
for half an hour); there were men, 
for example, who would attend any 
service available—Protestant, Catho- 
lic or Jewish. Finally, I discovered 
that even I myself had my supersti- 
tious value. The chaplain, it was sup- 
posed, would not be hit; therefore, 
safety lay in being near, or as near 
as possible, to his person. 


Now, mind you, I’m not saying 
that this was all there was to religion 
in combat. There were men to whom 
faith was something real and vital. 
I’m simply pointing out the fact that 
the so-called “fox-hole religion” was 
something considerably less than has 
been popularly supposed. 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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Primarily, it was a desperate seek- 
ing for life insurance—and when I 
use here the term “life’ I have in 
mind no more than a present physical 
existence! It was a very transitory 
phenomenon, often vanishing com- 
pletely with the passing of immediate 
danger. (I was with my unit in Nor- 
mandy, on the St. Lo break-thru, at 
Mortain—I was also with it at the 
liberation of Paris!) Little, if any, 
consciousness of sin was involved; 
salvation meant only escape from the 
death-dealing weapons of the enemy. 
In short, men weren’t born again un- 
der a baptism of fire! In all my 
combat experience—and I saw more 
than eleven months of combat serv- 
ice with an infantry division—I en- 
countered only one instance of what 
I thought might prove a genuine bat- 
tlefield conversion. Since the man 
concerned was killed in action short- 
ly afterward, I can’t be sure even of 
that mone: 


I must admit, of course, that if a 
man has been brought to call on God 
at all, whatever the nature of his cry, 
a first step has been taken. 


But no more than a first step! The 
pastor who supposes that the war has 
done his work for him, that the man 
who didn’t trouble to tell the church 
goodbye will be looking it up the 
instant he returns, is simply deceiving 
himself. Before entering the chap- 
laincy I heard quite a great deal about 
“a great spiritual revival” taking root 
and springing up in the armed forces, 
I now suspect that such was either 
an utterly unjustified viewing of the 
chaplain’s work through rose-colored 
spectacles or, quite possibly, pure 
propaganda. The Church may just as 
well face the fact that “a great spir- 
itual revival,” if it is to come at all, 
must come in the post-war world. 


What will the returning ex-service- 
man expect of the Church? 


Here is a question asked so fre- 
quently that no treatment of the vet- 
eran, particularly for a church audi- 
ence, can ignore it. Accordingly, a 
few suggestions are in order: 

1. The returning ex-serviceman will 
not be impressed by denominational 
exclusiveness. 


This isn’t to say, mind you, that 
he will go on record as favoring the 
elimination of all denominational dis- 
tinctiveness. But he will expect, very 
definitely, more charity, greater har- 
mony, and closer cooperation among 
all Protestants. The veteran, you see, 
has learned that he could worship re- 
gardless of the denomination of the 
chaplain, regardless of the denomi- 
nation of the men squatting on their 
helmets in the mud on_ either side 
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of him. In fact, occasionally this les- 
son was taught in striking fashion. I 
had two men, for example, who, so 
long as they were with us, used al- 
ways to seek me for a few moments 
of prayer before going into the at- 
tack. One was a Catholic, the other 
a Jew! The returning ex-serviceman 
will expect less, much less, in the 
field of denominational debate and 
more, much more, in the sphere of 
cooperative action. 

2. The returning ex-serviceman will 
expect a preaching as immediately 
and specifically practical as the lunch 
he expects to eat after service. 


the post-war 
would interest the 
veteran, will stir out of his so fre- 
quent habits of mental laziness and 
deal in something beside pious plat- 
itudes and pointless generalities—he 
will bring his preaching immediately 
and specifically up to date! The com- 
bat soldier, coming out of the line 
for a 30-minute service, wasn’t ‘so 
much interested in what Christ might 
have to say to a man living a normal 
life under normal conditions of peace 
and security, encountering only those 
trials and difficulties which life nor- 
mally brings to us all; he wanted to 
know what Christ might have to say 
to a man living in fox-holes and mud, 
facing death every moment, a man 
involved against his will in the busi- 
ness of killing his fellowman. And 


In other words, 


preacher, if he 


if his chaplain was “on the ball,” 
that’s what he tried to give him! 
Now, returning to civilian life, the 
veteran will expect a preaching just 


as immediately and just as specifically 
practical. He'll want to know what 
Christ has to say to a man _ begin- 
ning to live again—beginning to live 
again in a world beset by problems 
of reconstruction and _ rehabilitation 
and reconversion, problems of inter- 
national cooperation and permanent 
peace, social and economic problems; 
hell want to know what Christ has 
to say to a world recovering from the 
tragedy of humanity's most devastat- 
ing war and seeking to avoid an- 
other which may easily mean suicide. 
It’s a big order—and a mentally lazy 


pulpit can’t fill it! But it’s still the 
order which the returning ex-sery- 
iceman, and incidentally, many be- 


side, lay at the door of the Church. 


3. The returning ex-serviceman will 
not be interested in a church with 
no more to offer than an hour of 
worship on Sunday morning. 


The man in the armed forces, if 
he learned to turn to his chaplain at 
all, learned to turn to him with all 
his problems, not just the specifically 
religious problems alone. He came 
to him, for example, with problems 
which had to do with adjustment in 
the service, financial difficulty, do- 


mestic trouble, long-range decisions 
involving his return to, and his place 
in, civilian life. Now, what he as a 
soldier required of his chaplain the 
veteran aS a Civilian will require of « 
his pastor and his church. In other 
words, he will require a pastor and 
a church prepared and eager to min- 
ister effectively to the whole life of 
the whole man, to the whole life of 
the whole community! It’s a chal- 
lenge which the Church should wel- 
come. More, it’s a challenge which 
the Church will accept, if it is to at- 
tract and claim the man accustomed 
to turn to his chaplain with all his 
problems. 

4. The returning ex-serviceman will 
expect to find in the Church, above 
everything else, God. 

Whatever his conception of relig- 
ion, a worship service, the chaplain, 
at least these meant God to him. 
There may have been few occasions 
on which he wanted God; but when 
he did, he went to the chaplain, or 
he attended a worship service, and 
there he expected to find Him. Now, 
as a civilian, he will expect no less. 
He will expect to enter a church 
building which impresses him, in at- 
mosphere and arrangement, as_ the 
house of God; he will expect the wor- 
ship in simple yet orderly fashion 
to be reverent in the conscious pres- 
ence of God. The voice from the pul- 
pit must speak with the authority of 
God; the Church in its ministry must 
serve as the hand of God. The re- 
turning ex-serviceman will expect a 
preaching immediately and _ specifical- 
ly practical—but not a preacher air- 
ing his own personal opinions on 
public questions! He will require a 
church prepared to minister to the 
whole life of the whole community, 
the whole life of the whole man— 
but not a church little or no differ- 
ent from a mere social welfare insti- 
tution! There were chaplains so anx- 
ious to be recognized as “regular 
fellows” that they forgot to be godly 
men. Congregations and pastors at 
home may be guilty of the same er- 
ror. Of course, it will always be kept 
carefully in mind that each returning 
serviceman is an individual problem. 
No two of them are exactly alike; 
no one of them will conform entirely 
to the pattern here sketched. The 
need, accordingly, is for individual 
study by a pastor or friend who will 
not wait for the homecoming veteran 
to seek him first. Such a pastoral or 
friendly interest will win some, re- 
claim others, confirm many. From 
among the millions of these return- 
ing veterans may well come that lead- 
ership which shall shape our world 
tomorrow. To us is given the oppor- 
tunity, and the responsibility, to see 
that they shape it, as nearly as may 
be, for the Church and Christ. 
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Wanted! 
Helpers 


Your Church Needs Help At Once 


1. To gather new and used warm clothing and 
bedding for European relief. 


2. To sort, label and pack goods gathered. 


3. To ship promptly all such boxes to LUTH- 
ERAN WORLD RELIEF, INC., c/o Eas- 
ton Processing and Storage Co., N. 13th and 
Bushkill Drive, Easton, Pennsylvania. 


ANNOUNCING 


The New. Luther league Project 


THE MOST POSSIBLE FOR OUR 


Curchean Lutheran Youth Project 


There will be no quotas because the need is immeasurable. Let 
sacrificial love prompt our gifts for this cause. Let’s give 
the largest possible sum at the earliest possible time. 


Receive Your Gifts ou or Before Yauuary 27, 1946 


Send Them Through the Usual Channels Promptly 


Present on Missionary Sunday the Program 


Christ or Continued Chaos Por Europe! 


ORDER FROM 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE of AMERICA 


405 MUHLENBERG BUILDING 1228 SPRUCE STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 7, PENNSYLVANIA 
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Invitations 

Since the New Year usually is a 
great season for parties, you may plan 
one as elaborate or as simple as you 
please. It is good to send invitations, 
for this may be used as a means of in- 
teresting young people who are not yet 
members of the League, and also 
makes those who are members feel as 
though the party is something “spe- 
cial.’ The following suggested rhyme 
might be used in addition to the infor- 
mation as to where the party is to be 
held, and the time. 

“Tn what month were you born?” 

You needn’t confess, 

But wear something that tells 

So that we may guess 

Next ..(day).. at our 

New Year’s Party.” 


Decorations 


The arrangement of the room is im- 
portant when planning a social, for the 
decorations used lend much to the spir- 
it of the occasion. Someone should act 
as host or hostess for the occasion 
(possibly the president of the League) 
and it would be fun if he would dress 
as Father Time, a long robe, whiskers 
and a large scythe would complete the 
costume. He should meet the guests as 
they come into the room, introduce any 
who do not know the group, and en- 
deavor to make all comfortable until 
the entire group has gathered. Old and 
new calendars should be used in decor- 
ating. You might ask each guest to 
bring a calendar as a ticket of admis- 
sion—one for the New Year preferably. 
If your room is large, the four seasons 
of the year might be represented by 
decorations in the four corners of the 
room. Spring—flowers (artificial if real 
ones are too expensive)—light colored 
crepe paper and any other suggestions 
which might include the spring season; 
Summer—flags, bunting, Chinese lan- 
terns (anything which might suggest 
garden parties, or out-of-door activi- 
ties); Autumn—Hallowe’en decorations 
always seem to suggest the fall season, 
or colored leaves, corn shocks and 
other autumn materials; Winter—red 
and green, suggesting the Christmas 
season will perhaps be best. 


Ice Breaker 


If the group is large, have them di- 
vide into groups according to the 
month in which their birthday falls. If 
you do not have enough for this many 
groups, divide into seasons—birthdays 
January to March in one group; April 


Twenty 


Years Party 


By CONNIE STRANDWITZ 


to June in another, etc. If the result 
gives too many in some groups and 
not enough in others, you will have to 
even them up. This is a good way to 
get acquainted and makes it easy to 
work in teams for the activities that 
demand team work, 


Baby Parade 

Since the New Year is so often de- 
picted in the form of a “baby”, it is 
fitting to have a baby parade at your 
party. Display baby pictures of all the 
guests present on a bulletin board. 
These pictures should be secured from 
the parents of the guests present, and 
no one but those in charge of the social 
should know about the pictures. See 
how many guests present can guess 
who the picture represents. Sometimes 
even those whose pictures are shown 
will not recognize them. 


New Year Resolutions 

Since resolutions take prominence at 
this season of the year, no party would 
be complete without some reference to 
them. Have slips of paper and pencils 
for all present. Ask each of the players 
to write his or her name on the paper 
and pass it to the person nearest him 
or her. That person must write a reso- 
lution using the first initial of each of 
the names on the paper. For example: 
Mary Jones—I resolve to Marry John. 
Or if there are three names: John Alex- 
ander Brown—I resolve to Just About 
Breathe. 


Snowball Tag 

Someone should be chosen to be “it.” 
The others form a circle around him 
and at a signal, start passing a large 
cotton snowball around so as to pre- 
vent the person “it” from catching one 
of them still holding the ball. When 
this does happen, the two change places 
and the game continues. 
Snowball Strolling 

For this game you may use teams, 
as already suggested in the paragraphs 
above, or several persons may partici- 
pate at the same time. If several want 
to play at one time, line up at one end 
of the room. Each must balance a cot- 
ton snowball on top of his head. At 
a signal, he must proceed to the oppo- 
site end of the room. If the snowball 
falls, the player must replace it, return 
to the starting point, and begin again. 
If played in teams, each player must 
reach a certain goal and return, then 
the next take his turn, etc. No one can 


move unless the snowball is on_ his 
head. 


.to two persons, 


Spoon Race 

Teams are used again. The first per- 
son in each line is furnished with a 
teaspoon. Cotton snowballs have been 
placed at even intervals across the 
room and each team has its own set. 
At a signal the first person goes to the 
farthest snowball, picks it up on the 
spoon without the assistance of his 
hands or feet, and returns to the start- 
ing point. Then he goes after the next, 
etc., until all are gathered. The next 
person replaces the snowballs until all 
are in order, picking them up on the 
spoon as before, the next returns them, 
etc., until all players have had their 
turn, 


New Year Fortunes 


Guests are seated in a circle around 
the room. Each player first w:ites his 
name at the top of a piece of paper, 
folds it down, and passes it on to the 
next player. He in turn, writes some- 
thing that will happen, turns it down 
and passes it on. The next guest writes 
the name of a place, the next some- 
thing a person possesses, and finally 
the effect this object will have on that 
person. When finished the papers are 
opened and read aloud. 


Snake-Eaters 


Place a marshmallow in the middle 
of a string six feet long. This is given 
who without using 
hands draw the string into their 
mouths. The person getting to the 
marshmallow first eats it. 


White Elephants 


Each guest is asked to bring a white 
elephant to the party, wrapped as a 
gift. (A white elephant is some article 
which you have no use for, but which 
someone else might like. The articles 
should not be broken or soiled, but ac- 
tually something that is no longer use- 
ful to you, but still has value to some 
other person.) The group is seated in 
a circle and the gifts are passed. You 
may feel the package (without break- 
ing the wrapping) and if you decide it 
is something you want, you keep that 
package. If not, keep passing it until 
you find something you think you 
might like. When all have a package, 
open and see what the treasure is. 


Musical Package 


Have just one package wrapped with 
many wrappers, While someone plays 
the piano, the package is passed ‘around 


(Continued on Page 14) 
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hat’s What Pulled Me Through 


An unforgettable true story with which Chaplain Herbert E. P. Pressey 
concluded his delightfully intimate and informal remarks before the Ametican 


Bible Soctety’s 129th Annual Meeting. 


HE soldiers are not always in- 

terested in just the material 

Book; they are interested in it 
because it means a lot to have the 
Word of God printed and have it in 
their hands so that they can touch and 
read it. But there is a message, and 
that message is the thing, isn’t it? It 
is what the Book says. You read 
through and you find the meaning of 
all those words that are put together 
there. You find what is meant when 
our Lord, for instance, says something, 
or St. Paul says something. Isn’t that 
what we are really after? 


Here is a little story that illustrates 
what I mean. It is a true story. It 
has a humorous side to it, too, in one 
sense. After we had a little time with 
the enemy, I was walking through a 
field hospital. It was in the tropics 
and very hot. The men were wounded 
and sick. As I walked between the 
beds a boy called out, “Hello, Chap- 
laine’ 


I looked, and there was a boy I had 
known when he was a little fellow. 
He came from my home town. I knew 
him very well. 

I said, “Hello, Dick, how are you?” 

[Ol miemsaidan Chaplain lookmat 
that; I’m pretty good. I’m not shaking 
much now. I can practically hold my 
hand steady.” 


I asked, “Will you be out in a short 
time?” 


Ete said, “Yes, 1 think I walle’ And 
then—“I’m awfully glad you came in. 
I want to show you a picture of mv 
girl.” 

These fellows love to show you their 
pictures of their girls and talk to you 
about them. This lad put his hand in 
his pockets to get out the picture of 
his girl. He didn’t know exactly where 
it was. Anyway, while he was fum- 
bling around in his pockets, he pulled 
out a New Testament. He threw it on 
the bed beside him rather casually and 
said, “Well, Chaplain, that is what 
pulled me through.” 

Now, you can figure that one out 
yourselves. It wasn’t the Book; the 
Book didn’t stop a bullet. We have 
heard of that happening, but that was 
not what happened in this case. 


He threw this mud-stained Book on 
the bed in a very careless sort of way, 
and said those words; and I have never 
forgotten them, either. He said, ‘““Chap- 
lain, that is what pulled me through;” 
and that particular fellow had seen 
some real action. I know, because I 
knew about what was happening, the 
exact spot where he was; and I knew 
it from his own lips. 

Well, that means something to Joe, 
doesn’t it? And it means something, I 
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think, because there in that Book is 
the message of eternal life that is put 
on some paper by some ink. And Joe 
carried that in his pocket, and when 
he needed God’s help and when he 
couldn’t remember the words himself 
and he wanted a little encouragement 
in his foxhole, he had it—and he took 
it out and read it. 


And he had it because of what you 
kind folks have done! 


My talk is limited in minutes, but it 
really is unlimited in the thanks that I 
want to express to you for a fellow like 
Dick. And I can recall now one time 
when two or three of us were gathered 
together and were talking about these 
Testaments. Someone said that he 
hoped one of us would be able to go 
back and thank the people for what 
they have done in giving us these 
Testaments, and it is my privilege to- 
day to do just that; and I hope you 
know that it comes from the bottom 
of my heart, and from the bottom of 
the heart of every Joe who has this 
matchless Book in his pocket. 


WEEKLY BIBLE THOUGHTS FOR JANUARY 


PREPARED BY 


MRS. Pr is CLARK, Pane Chairman, IE, Solpaay 


(Use in League meetings to boost PTL membership) 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 6th 


Read Mark 8:38. 


Are you ashamed to read God’s 
Word? If not, why not become a sin- 
cere PTL member? 


kk kk 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13th 


Read Witus 1:9. 


Yes, there are those who laugh and 
make fun of your faith, but if you 
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know God’s Word, you will be able to 
defend your faith by quoting the Word. 
A loyal PTL member gradually ab- 
sorbs the teachings of the Bible. 


kk *& 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 20th 


Read I Corinthians 4:2. 


We, as Christian youth, are stewards 
of Christ. If we are to be found faith- 
ful, we will be reading our Bibles daily 


and persuading others to do likewise. 
We need to link ourselves with the 
PTL movement. 


xk wk 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 27th 


Read Acts 17:11. 


Faith comes by the use of the Word; 
unbelief from neglecting it. What is 
your choice? A loyal PTL member 
grows in faith. 


Twenty-one 


EXPANDED EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEETING 


SUBSTITUTES FOR LUTHER 
LEAGUE OF N. C. CONVENTION 


To comply with the ruling of the 
Office of Defense Transportation, the 
25th annual convention of the Luther 
League of North Carolina, to have been 
held at Emmanuel, Lincolnton, August 
8-10, was cancelled. In its stead there 
was held an “expanded” Executive 
Committee meeting, August 8, 9, at 
Emmanuel, Lincolnton, the five newly 
elected officers of the districts also be- 
ing in attendance. 

The abbreviated convention resem- 
bled the annual State convention in 
practically every respect, except that 
the delegates were “all too few” and 
that there was no election of officers. 
The regular order of convention busi- 
ness was followed. 


Financial Status 

1944-45 was a great year for the 
Luther League of No-th Carolina, es- 
pecially financially. Treasurer Evelyn 
Troutman reported that receipts for 
the past year totaled $7,775.49—the 
greatest intake in North Carolina 
League history. 2,373.00 of this 
amount was sent to the coffers of the 
Luther League of America for dues, 
Sustaining Memberships, and Mission- 
ary Project. 

North Carolina’s Sustaining Mem- 
bership quota was greatly oversub- 
scribed, amounting to $734.00, and like- 
wise the Southern Seminary Library 
Fund, which totaled more than $500.09. 


The Committee on Historical Work 
reported that the Luther League of 
North Carolina would be 50 years of 
age in 1946—that is, 1946 will mark 50 
years of organized League work in the 
State. This year, 1945, marked the 25th 
year that North Carolina has had a 
State League Organization. 

The Extension Committee reported 
that three new Leagues were organ- 


ized during the year, and eight were 
reorganized. 


New Budget Adopted 
The New Work Committee’s report 


included the following budget which 
was adopted for 1945-1946: 


iNauwtorey! IDES coosecu conaoenecn $ 850.00 
Gurren te ex pens esmmemrrtra tener 900.00 
Aharon Spray oooooosdonsooos 1,000.00 
Nationale Objectiviemerir = rrree : 650.00 
Southern Seminary Library Fund 400.00 

ANN! Soooocacoseenega $3,800.00 


Twenty-two 


HAE f 


IOWA HOLDS FIRST CAMP- 
CONVENTION AT CLEAR LAKE 


The Luther League of Iowa assem- 
bled at Clear Lake, Iowa, for its 41st 
Annual Convention in connection with 
a Camp Period from August 13-17, 
1945. Mr. Richard Johannesen of St. 
Paul’s Church, Davenport, was Camp 
Director. 


Registration began at 9:00 A. M., 
Monday, August 13. Registrations for 
the camp totaled 150. The following 
Leagues were represented by the num- 
ber indicated: Burlington 6: Cedar 
Rapids 8; Clinton 15; Davenport, St. 
Marks 14, St. Paul 9; Des Moines, Re- 
deemer 2, St. John 23; Ely 3; Fairfield 
6: Iowa City 1; Iowa Falls 7; Manly 
14: Mason City 16; Postville 2; Sioux 
Citay, Si, nike &, Wistontgy 73 Wy @osiier 
Chay & 

Following the noon meal the 


Leaguers gathered together in the audi- 
torium for the Gene al Camp Organi- 


zation meeting. Miss Helen Duncan, 
State President of the Luther League 
of Iowa, presided at the meeting. Fol- 
lowing adjournment, swimming and 
other planned recreation was con- 
ducted. The Life Service Program, . 
conducted by St. Luke’s Luther 
League, Sioux City, was held on the 
first evening. Rey. William Eller, St. 
Luke’s, Pastor, and lowa’s Life Serv- 
ice Secretary, gave a very inspiring 
message. A heavy rain made necessary 
the cancellation of the planned boat- 
sing. The campfire devotions, sched- 
uled for 10:00 P. M., also had to be 
moved inside. First Lutheran Church, 
Fairfield, was in charge of this service. 


Reveille was sounded at 7:00 A. M., 
Tuesday. At 9:00 A. M., St. Paul’s 
Church, Clinton, conducted the Matins 
Service. The Leaguers began class at 
9:45 A. M., with the following courses 
open to their choice: (1) The Church 


(Continued on Page 29) 


St. John’s, Salisbury, received the 
honor plaque, awarded each year to 
that League which shows the most im- 
provement in local and State League 
work. 


Two recommendations, as appeared 
in the Report on the T-easurer’s Re- 
port, were adopted by the Executive 
Committee. First: That $1000.00 be 
given immediately to Trinity, Sanford, 
to be used in the building program of 
that proposed mission church. Second: 
That a $1,000.00 War Bond, Series G, 
be purchased by the Treasurer, afo-e- 
mentioned bond to be used by the 
Synod in the purchase of suitable As- 
sembly Grounds for the United Luther- 
an Synod of North Carolina. 


Life Service Crosses Dedicated 


The Rey. Walter N. Yount, the 
North Carolina Synod’s representative 
on the Executive Committee, dedicated 
the crosses on the Life Service Flag. 
Seven gold crosses were placed on the 
flag in honor of seven North Carolin- 
ians, former State Luther Leaguers, 
who were graduated from the Southern 
Seminary last February. They are: 
The Revs. Charles E. Bernhardt, of 
Salisbury, now serving at Stanley, 
N. C.; James K. Cobb, of Cherryville, 
serving at Columbia, S. C.; David F. 
Conrad, of High Point, serving at Bir- 
mingham, Ala.; Francis I. Fespermann, 
of Salisbury, serving at Lake City, Fla.; 
Marshall F. Mauney, of Henderson- 
ville, serving at Toms Brooks, Va.; 


Charles S. Wessinger, of Hickory, 
serving at Saluda, S. C.; and Royall 
A. Yount, of Hickory, serving at 
Tampa, Fla. 


One white cz:oss was placed on the 
flag in memory of the late Dr. Hugh 
J. Rhyne, a former N. C. Leaguer, and 
former President of Marion Junior 
College. The white cross covered the 
gold cross which was dedicated to this 
Life Server when he entered the min- 
ist y. 

On Wednesday evening, August 8, 
the Executive Committee picnicked 
with Leaguers of the Southwestern 
District on the church grounds. At 8 
o clock, The Rev. Albent H. Keck, Jr., 
pastor of Emmanuel, Lincolnton, the 
host congregation, addressed the group, 
using as his subject, ‘Forward! Be 
Our Watchword.”’ The Rev. J. White 
Iddings, of Asheville, Chaplain for the 
two-day meeting, read the service. 


New Appointees for 1945-1946 


The officers for 1944-45, under the 
able guidance of President Mabel 
Seagle, will continue to serve until the 
next convention, which is in keeping 
with constitutional requirements. Due 
to resignations, three new officers were 
appointed: Jane Hamilton, of Kan- 
napolis, Life Service Secretary; Mary 
Beth Kuhn, Hickory, Intermediate 
Secretary; and Margaret Shelby, Gas- 
tonia, member of the Executive Com- 
mittee for one year. 


—LESLIE CONRAD, Jr. 
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KANSAS GOES TO WA-SHUN-GA 
FOR ANNUAL CONVENTION 


“Be Christian” was the theme of the 
Annual Convention and Training 
School of the Luther League of the 
Kansas Synod and Adjacent States, 
which was held at Camp Wa-Shun-Ga 
near Junction City, Kansas, July 22 
to 27. Rev. J. W..Frease, Executive 
Secretary of The Luther League of 
America, represented Headquarters. 

One hour each morning was set 
aside for the Luther League. Sample 
meetings were presented by the repre- 
sentatives of various church Leagues. 
Criticisms and suggestions were made 
for improving League meetings. The 
latter half of the period was set aside 
for business meetings which was led 
by Mildred Carpenter, Vice-President 
of the Synodical Luther League. Re- 
ports of committees were made, a new 
budget was adopted, and officers were 
elected and formally installed. 


Another period each day was de- 
voted to leadership training classes on 
the camp theme. Rey. Wilfred Hen- 
ning, Waterville, led the morning de- 
votions. Rey. Vance Baird, Atchison, 
and Rev. J. W. Frease, of the Luther 
League of America, had charge of the 
evening services. Swimming, hiking, 
boating and the numerous games were 
provided on the camp grounds. The 
new swimming pool provided by the 
camp committee added much enjoy- 
ment for the young people. 

A camp pape:, “Rabbit Tracks,” was 
published each day and new campers 
were initiated into the ‘Jack Rabbit 
Club.” Several persons were received 
into the Camp Wa-Shun-Ga Fellow- 
ship, a recognition given outstanding 
campers and religious leaders. Mem- 
bers received in 1944 were: Honorary 
—Louis T. Bang, Emporia, and Rev. 
E. E. Stauffer, D.D., Wichita; Mildred 
Carpenter and Ruth Craig, Lawrence; 
and Norma Webhl, Beloit. Members 
received in 1945 we-e: Honorary—Rev. 
Robert J. Wolf, Harrisburg, Pa.; Clar- 
ice Buttron, Lancaster; Jeanne Fischer, 
Eureka; Donna Gies, Robert Schlicther, 
and Eleanore Stolpe, Topeka; Frances 
Hansen, Kansas City; Mary Wilke, St. 
Joseph, Missouri; and Joanne Willett, 
Kansas City, Missouri. 


Officers Chosen 

The sponsors elected for the com- 
ing year are: Rev. George Whittecar, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Rev. Vance 
Baird, Atchison. Officers elected are as 
follows: President, Mildred Carpenter, 
Lawrence; Vice-President, Robert 
Schlichter, Topeka; Recording Secre- 
tary, Joanne Willett, Kansas City, Mis- 
souri; Corresponding Secretary, Elean- 
ore Stolpe, Topeka; Treasurer, Dean 
Kloepper, Lancaster; Educational Sec- 
retary, Mrs. Florence Markwell, Hays; 
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New Jersey State Luther League 


THE GOLDEN JUBILEE 
CONVENTION OF THE LUTHER 
LEAGUE OF NEW JERSEY 


The Luther League of New Jersey 
held its Golden Jubilee Convention 
over the Labor Day weekend, Septem- 
ber 1, 2 and 3, at the Holy Trinity 
Slovak Lutheran Church, Newark, Rev. 
Gustav J. Chernansky, pastor. The 
convention theme was: ‘Marching 
with Christ—Ever Faithful’—(1) With 
Christ Through the Years, (2) Our 
Church with Christ, (3) Faith and the 
Future. 


Despite rationing and other hard- 
ships this proved to be the greatest 
convention the Luther League of New 
Jersey has eve’ had with 228 registered 
delegates. The Rev. John M. Mangum, 
assistant pastor of the Good Shepherd 
Church of Weehawken, was Conven- 
tion Chaplain. The program was well- 
planned by the convention committee 
which was headed by Mr. Arthur Bon- 
net and Miss Ann Duris. Under the 
leadership of the State President, Miss 
Laura Vroom, of Plainfield, and the 
other State Officers things went along 
very smoothly. 


At the Saturday evening service Mr. 
Alvin Schaediger, President of the 
Luther League of America, and a for- 
mer President of the Luthe- League of 
New Jersey, spoke on, “With Christ 
Through the Years.” Mr. Schaediger 
is well known and loved by the 
Leaguers of New Jersey. A commun- 
ion service was held Sunday morning 
and at that time Dr. Ralph H. Long, 
Executive Director of the National 
Lutheran Council, preached on, “Our 
Church with Christ.” Dr. Long shared 
many of his inte-esting experiences 
which he encountered while visiting 
the Lutheran churches in war-torn 
Europe. 

Sunday afternoon, beginning at 5:30, 
was “Golden Anniversary Hour.” At 
that time the high-lights of the 50 
years of history of the Luther League 


Convention, Newark, September 1-3, 


1945 


of New Jersey were reviewed. The 
Luther League of New Je sey was or- 
ganized in 1895 at Asbury Park under 
the leadership of Mr. Louis Van Guila- 
way. After the anniversary hour the 
Leaguers were taken on a bus ride 
which ended with a picnic supper at 
the South Orange mountains. 


Business sessions, committee meet- 
ings and election of office s were held 
all day Monday. The new officers are: 
President, Mr. Charles H. Stockfish; 
Vice-President, Albert Mailander; Cor- 
responding Secretary, Ida Otto; Re- 
cording Secretary, Ruth Mondon; 
Treasurer, Arthur Parseghian. The fol- 
lowing secretaries were appointed: 
“Mosquito” Editor and Publicity Sec- 
retary, Ann Duris; Educational Secre- 


tary, Emma Schaeffer; Life Service 
Secretary, Carl Berkobin; Missionary 
Secretary, Helen Kruse; Extension 


Secretary, Ethel Johnson; Intermediate 
Secretary, Margaret Carpenter; Twelve 
Point Secretary, Evelyn Hendel. 


The grand Golden Jubilee Banquet, 
attended by 260 Leaguers, was really 
a gala affair with Pastor Chernansky as 
the toastmaster. Songs, cheers, speech- 
es and the New Jersey Luther League 
hand-clasp echoed throughout the hall. 
After the banquet the farewell serv- 
ice was held in the church. At this 
time an inspirational message was 
brought by Rev. Joseph W. Frease, 
Executive Secretary of The Luther 
League of America. He spoke on the 
last part of the convention theme, 
“Christ and the Future.’ After this 
the candlelight installation of the newly 
elected officers and secretaries was per- 
Omenec ly IDyr, Ieysil (C, Wim, Ine= 
ligious Education Sec~etary of the 
United Synod of New York. With the 
church still in candlelight, the tradi- 
tional friendship circle was formed, 
led by a former State President, Mr. 
Eugene Kelchner. And so the Golden 
Jubilee Convention came to an impres- 
sive close! 

—ANN DURIS 
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MIDWEST LUTHER LEAGUE 
RETREAT MEETS AT 
RIDGELEY, NEBRASKA 


The 1945 Retreat of the Luther 
League of the Synod of the Midwest 
convened at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Ridgeley, on August 14-16. 
The theme of the Ketreat was, “Jesus 
Still Lead On.” The Retreat began 
Tuesday evening with a Vesper Serv- 
ice with The Rev. M. Schroeder, D.D., 
of Lincoln, as liturgist and Rev. Wm. 
Goede of Columbus, delivering the ser- 
mon. Since the proclamation of peace 
was announced that evening, the Serv- 
ice of Thanksgiving for the Return of 
Peace was observed. Dr. Schroeder, 
who rang the bells of St. John’s, Ridge- 
ley, after World War I, was happy to 
lead this service in the same congrega- 
tion. Pastor Goede had as his theme, 
“Jesus Still Lead On—in the Church.” 
Also in connection with this service 
the newly installed lights, credence 
bracket and basement altar of the host 
church were dedicated. 


The Wednesday morning Chapel 
Service was led by The Rev. Henning 
Pearson, of Wisner, Nebraska, the 
theme being, “Jesus Still Lead On— 
In The Home.’ Delores Havekost, 
President of the Ridgeley League, 
gave the welcome, to which Norman 
Schroeder, President of the Synodical 
League, responded. 


During the business meeting a let- 
ter of greeting from Rey. and Mrs. 
Levon Spath, missionaries from Ar- 
gentina, was read. A musical selec- 
tion, “Lord, Hear Thou My Prayer,” 
was rendered by Mrs. Marshall Gib- 
son, of Lincoln, sister of The Rever- 
ends Henry and Walter Rowoldt. 


Dana President Speaks 


Rev. R. E. Morton, D.D., President 
of Dana College, of Blair, covered the 
book of Nehemiah in a Bible Study. 
He compared Nehemiah as the leader 
of the children of Israel during that 
reconstruction era to our leaders dur- 
ing this reconstruction period. He al- 
so spoke on the theme, “Jesus, Still 
Lead On—In The Home.” 


A singspiration was led by The Rev. 
Werner Welchert of Lanham, Nebras- 
ka. The Leaguers learned an inspira- 
tional song, “I Will Trust and Not Be 
Afraid,” a marching song used by the 
Christian soldiers of China. 


There wee 59 delegates and 190 
visitors present, representing ZS 
Leagues. 


An Educational Skit was given by 
the St. Paul’s League of Hooper, Ne- 
braska. They discussed “Our Pledge, 
Our Emblem, and Our Motto.” A 
round table discussion on “How War 
Conditions Affect the Home,’ was 
given by the Madison and Creston 
Leagues. 
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Luther League of. the Midwest Synod. St. John’s Church, Ridgely, Nebraska, 
August 14-16, 1945 


Midland Students Speak 


A special feature was a speech by 
Edward Asregardoo and a musical se- 
lection, “I’m a Pilgrim,” by Edgar 
Menzies, two Midland College students 
from British Guiana. Mr. Asregardoo 
told about the industries, religion, and 
the customs of the natives of British 


Guiana. The college was also pre- 
sented by its Field Secretary, Rev. 
George P. Krebs. 

Wednesday evening a picnic was 


given in the barn of Emil Johnson, 
south of Scribner, with 300 -Leaguers 
in attendance. After a picnic supper, 
each League presented a short skit. 
The special feature of the evening was 
a talk by Miss Anna Nixon, a mis- 
sionary to India. On the way to India 
she was taken by the Japs and interned 
in the Santo Tomas Internment Camp 
in Manila. She explained the joy felt 
in camp when the American soldiers 
came to liberate them. 

Thursday morning chapel services 
were led by Rev. M. A. Ritzen, D.D., 
of Fontanelle, Nebraska. His theme 
was “Jesus, Still Lead On—In the Na- 
‘Monee 


Officers Elected 


During the business meeting League 
reports and committee reports were 


given, Elections resulted as follows: 
President, Kenneth Jacobson, Madison, 


Nebraska; Vice-President, Mildred 
Bachman, Creston, Nebraska; Secre- 
tary, Harlan Von Seggern, re-elected, 
Hooper, Nebraska; Corresponding 
Secretary, Marilyn Goede, Columbus, 


Nebraska; Treasurer, Henry Evers, re- 
elected, Odell, Nebraska. 


The Rev. H- Goede, President of 
the Midwest Synod, Columbus, Ne- 
braska, led a Memorial Service for Ac- 
tive Leaguers, service men and women 
and civilians who died since last Au- 
gust. 


The Ridgeley League carried off the 
banner given annually to the League 
with the highest number of activity 
points. 

A moving picture was shown by Dr. 
T. Woods, missionary to India, con- 
cerning Missionary work in that coun- 
try. Dr. Woods also sang the 23rd 
Psalm in the Telegu language, which 
is used in the area where the U. L. C. 
Mission is. 

Rev. M. Moore, the host pastor, had 
charge of a Prayer and Recognition 
Service for service men and women 
who were active Leaguers. He then 
conducted the Installation Service with 


which the convention closed. 
—MARILYN GOEDE 


Kansas Goes to Wa-Shun-Ga for Annual Convention 
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Missionary Secretary, Mary Louise 
Emmerick, Wichita; Life Service Sec- 
retary, Shirley Acher, Lawrence; Pock- 
et Testament Secretary, James Hurley, 
Lawrence; Press Committee Chairman, 
Mary Wilke, St. Joseph, Missouri; Ex- 
tension Secretary, Charlotte Schmidt, 
Atchison; Intermediate Secretary, Lil- 
lian E, Dentinger, Kansas City, Mis- 
souri; Sustaining Membership Secre- 
tary, Evan Tonsing, Atchison. 


Approximately 200 leaders and 
Young People were in attendance at 


the camp. Those who assisted in the 
camp program were: Camp Director 
and Dean Rey. Vance Baird, Atchison; 
Chief Counselor, Rev. George Whitte- 
car, Tulsa, Oklahoma; Chaplain, Rev. 
Wilfred Henning, Waterville; Nurse, 
Frances Hansen, Kansas City; Life 
Guard, Gene Smith, Salina. Dr. A. ie 
Beal, President of Synod, and Rev. 
George L. Scarch, Secretary of Synod, 


were both very helpful members of the 
camp. 


—MARY WILKE 
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ly, is now printed in this place. 


PLEASE NOTE! Luther League workers who are now ren 
need an explanation of where the topics study materials are now to be found. 
18 years old and over, both the basic and the supplementary n 


ewing their activity after a period of inactivity will 
All of the material for Young People, those 
{ qaterial, which was formerly published in the old quarter- 
The New Senior Quarterly carries the material prepared for the Senior High School 


group, The Intermediate Quarterly Helps carries all the material for Intermediates. 
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Festival of the Epiphany 
HOW THE WORLD BEGAN (A Bible Study) 


Genesis 1 and 2 


By Prof. Richard R. Syre, 


® Preparation 


This topic is the first of a series of Bible 
Studies scheduled for the first Sunday of the 
month throughout 1946. It should be di- 
rected throughout by a single leader, with 
all members participating in discussion. 


Directives for the Leader: 

1. See that at the previous session of your 
Luther League announcement of this topic 
is made in order that the group may  pre- 
pare itself by reading the selected scripture 
reading, Genesis, chapters 1 and 2. 

2. See that each member has a Bible to 
follow your exposition. 


3. Prepare yourself by a study of 
two chapters according to the topic 


these 
devel- 


opment which follows. 
4. Encourage participation of the group 
in discoveries and thinking along the lines 


suggested in the topic. 


5. Make use of a blackboard for your sum- 
maties on the three subheads of the topic. 


@ Program 

Hymn, ‘Heaven and earth” 
Psalm 8 (Read responsively) 
Gloria Patri (Sung or said) 


The Lesson: Selections from chapters 
2 of Genesis. 


Presentation of the Topic 
Hymn: “God that madest earth” 
The Offering 
Prayer 
The Lord’s 


(290 CSB) 


1 and 


(468 CSB) 


Prayer 


© The Topic 
Introduction 


Many thought about God before 
the first lines of Genesis were penned. 
In Egypt and on the banks of the 
Euphrates they wondered about God. 
Their musings were carved on stone 
or written on tablets of clay. They 
thought Him many gods because life 
seemed so confusing with good and 
evil paired, with joy and sorrow, light 
and darkness, life and death. They 
were like children who found an an- 
cient vase all broken into a thousand 
pieces which they could not put to- 
gether. 

God 

Now enter into the serene confi- 
dence of the opening lines of this 
book: “In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth.” Note that 
you are not ushered into a world of 
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objects, but that you are meeting a 
Person. In the fifty-six verses of 
these two chapters God is mentioned 
not less than forty-seven times. 


You are not only meeting the most 
important Person in this entire book, 
but you are observing Him at work. 
Your mind is gripped by the compass 
of His labor from primeval chaos to 
man, the crown of creation. 


Consider how the record fastens 
the tremendous image of God upon 
your soul. Follow the lead of the 
successive statements: “And God said, 
Let there be—” (verses 3, 6, 9, 11, 
14, etc.) until you come to verse 26. 
Note that the repetition ends to make 
room for the crowning statement of 
creation: “Let us make man in our 
image after our likeness.” You fol- 
low the deep strokes of a masterful 
portrait depicting two aspects of God 
—The Creator and the Divine Being 
who seeks companionship. 


Suppose you then attempt to fol- 
low the cues of the chapter in quest 
of further characteristics of God. You 
note a repetition of the word, “di- 
vide,” (verses 4, 6, 14, 18). God di- 
vided the light from the darkness, the 
firmament from the waters, the day 
from the night. Now add to your 
list another characteristic of God— 
He is a dividing God, or a God of 
order. 


You next observe a frequent use 
of the phrase, “After their kind,” 
(verses 11, 12, 21, 24, etc.). You ob- 
serve how in the creation each part 
takes its distinctive place in the 
whole: the herbs yielding seed, the 
trees bearing fruit, the lights to rule 
day and night, and, finally, man to 
have dominion over all the earth. 


Now you add to your list of the 
characteristics of God that of pur- 
posefulness. 


This list should be continued to 
include some other characteristics of 
God to be found in these two chap- 
ters of Genesis. By way of sugges- 


tion let the leader search for evidence 
of at least two more characteristics, 
or instance, a discerning God—(good— 


evil); a self-imparting God—(bless- 
ings) 
The World 
Now shift your attention to the 


creation. Arrange the subject matter 
of the first chapter according to the 
end or purpose of creation. Beginning 
with verse 6 list all the “Let there 
be’s” (verses 9, 11, 14, 20, 24) in one 
column, and all the ends of the specific 
creations in a pazallel column—some- 
how in this way: 
Creation 


V. 6 Let there be 
a firmament 


Purpose 
To divide the wat- 
ers from the 
waters 


V. 9 Let the waters To let the dry 
be gathered to- land appear 
gether 

V. 11 Let the To yield seed and. 
earth put forth fruit 


the herb 

Continue this list until verse 24. 

Let the group voice its conclusions 
as to the nature of creation. You may 
suggest purposeful, integral, or func- 


grass, 


tional. Try next the contrasts of this 
section: 
Contrasts 

V. 4 light darkness 

V. 5 day | night 

V. 5 morning evening 

V. 6 firmament waters 

V. 8, 10 heaven earth 

V. 11 seed fruit 

V. 16 greater light lesser light 

V. 26 man beasts 

V. 26 dominion subjection 


Let the group again suggest an ap- 
propriate characteristic of the crea- 
tion. After the group has expressed 
itself, you may suggest order, rhythm, 
or harmony. 

Try your next approach from the 
relationships of the parts of the crea- 
tion to each other. Beginning with 
verse 14 of chapter one, list the sub- 
ject matter in this fashion: 


Relationships 
Genesis 1:14 Lights Dividers into Time 
days and years 
and <igns of 
seasons 
Genesis 1:26 Man To have do- Fish, birds, 
minion over cattle, all 
earth 
Genesis 1:30 Herbs Food Beasts 
Genesis 2:2 Seventh To rest God 
Day 
Genesis 2:5 Rain To cause plants Earth 
to spring up 
, in the 
Genesis 2:10 River To bring water Garden 
to the 
Genesis 2:15 Man Dresser and Garden 
keeper 
Genesis 2:16 Fruits Food and sight Man 
and trees (v. 9) 
Genesis 2:18-22 A help meet Man 


for him 
(Continued on Page 28) 
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I Epiphany 
SOCIAL WORK IN AND BY THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Hebrews 13:1-5 


By Rev. Henry J. Whiting, Chicago, Illinois 


© Preparation 

The presentation of this 
supplemented by securing a 
Lutheran Inner Mission or Welfare agency 
who could present more fully some of the 
opportunities for full time Christian service. 
If there is no Lutheran agency nearby, the 
local Council of Social Agencies may_ help 
in securing a speaker from a local public or 
private welfare agency. Let this speaker 
look over the topic in ‘‘Luther League Re- 
view” to see how the subject is treated. 

Ti it is not possible to secure a speaker 
the leaguer who presents the topic may ar- 
range for a conference with a staff member 
of a social agency for information on the 
field of social work. 


© The Topic 

The Lutheran Church 
preached and taught the good news 
of a living God revealing Himself in 
Jesus Christ has always insisted that 
its membership share that love with 
others. Herein we find the: purpose 
and motive of Lutheran social welfare 
work—a sharing of that everlasting 
love which we find in the Living 
Christ. It necessarily follows that 
wherever that sharing of Divine Love 
is practiced the fellowship of believ- 
ers, the Kingdom of- God, is built and 
extended. : 

Throughout the country today one 
will find a goodly number of Child- 
ren’s Homes, Homes for the Aged, 
Hospitals, Settlements, Lutheran Wel- 
fare Agencies, and other institutions 
offering specialized services to the 
physically or mentally handicapped. 
(For detailed listing, see ‘National 
Lutheran Council Directory for 1945”) 
If one would study the origins of 
these institutions and agencies, he 
would find in every case that they 
were founded by some one individual 
or group of individuals moved to 
share the Love which they had found 
in Christ Jesus. Looking out over 
the community or area in which they 
lived, these Christian men and women 
saw a teal social need and were 
moved to meet that need with an ef- 
fective social welfare program. 


Here were children who were either 
orphaned, neglected or in some way 
dependent and standing in need of 
shelter, understanding service and 
sympathetic guidance. When Chris- 
tian men and women saw the need, a 
Children’s Home or Child Welfare 
Agency was organized. At another 
place there were the sick, those suf- 
fering from divers diseases, all in real 
need of medical care, and a Lutheran 
Hospital was built. Then there are 
the aged brethren, many of whom in 


may be 


topic 
speaker from a 


which has 
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the sunset days of their lives look to 
the church for security and care and 
a Home for the Aged is erected for 
them. That drama of Christian faith 
in action has been enacted and re- 
enacted across the length and breadth 
of our land. A Christian heart has 
been touched by a real social need 
and then moved to meet it effectively. 
That drama has been packed full of 
courage, vision and sacifice. Though 
we today may not always duplicate 
the methods employed by these found- 
ing fathers in Lutheran Social Wel- 
fare, their courage, vision and sacri- 
fice are qualities which are always up 
tomdate. 


The Lutheran Social Welfare Program 


In presenting the Lutheran social 
welfare program one could adopt any 
one of several different outlines. Time 
and space do not permit an exhaustive 
treatment of the subject so we shall 
present only a brief sketch. The bibli- 
ography suggested in connection with 
the topic will provide more detailed 
factual material and information. 


Child Welfare 


Child Welfare covers the supervi- 
sion of children in their own homes, 
placement in adoptive homes, foster 
homes or children’s institutions. It 
also includes the care and counsel of 
unmarried mothers. There are about 
80 Lutheran child-caring agencies and 
institutions in the country offering one 
or more of these services. Only a 
very small number of the children 
served by these agencies are full or- 
phans. The great majority are child- 
ren who for one reason o: another, 
divorce, desertion or neglect, need 
care outside their own home. Of 
course, if it is at all possible to keep 
the child in his own home with his 
own parents or relatives, this is cer- 
tainly done. Where removal is neces- 
sary, the child is placed in a foster- 
family home or children’s home, de- 
pending upon his needs and the gen- 
eral situation. 


Family Welfare 


Family Welfare seeks to help 
strengthen families in those important 
relationships between husband and 
wife, parents and children. It seeks 
to help the family see the problem 
that is endangering tts wholesome de- 
velopment, and then strives to fortify 
and strengthen the home that it may 


become once again the happy, healthy 
place intended by God when He unit- 
ed husband and wife in holy wed- 
lock. 

During these days there are many 
strains being placed upon our fam- 
ilies—separation of husband and fath- 
er because of military service or em- 
ployment, the moving about of whole 
families from community to commun- 
ity, inadequate housing facilities. All 
of these factors and others will have 
their effect upon families. Of course, 
those Christian homes that are char- 
acterized by love, understanding and 
mutual respect will have the strength 
to withstand these strains. Other 
homes will need help. 


Care of the Aged 

America there are 
Homes for the 
service to the 
recognized as a 


Throughout 
about 105 Lutheran 
Aged. This field of 
aged is now being 
field of growing significance. With 
the advances being made in health 
and medicine, each succeeding decade 
shows a rapid. increase in the number 
of people over 65 in our population. 
The problem is sharpened when we 
place this growing number of aged 
people against other factors—smaller 
housing units with consequent inabil- 
ity to house large families, lack of 
sense of responsibility in families for 
aged relatives, the speed. and com- 
plexities of 20th Century living which 
also presents difficulties for the aged. 


If it is important that everyone 
Set Om Opa SOO starin ime lite mes 
equally important that all get off to 
a good finish. Our Lutheran Church 
will want to improve and extend its 
services to the aged. 


Group Work 


Group Work is a term used to de- 
fine the activities of leaders in set- 
tlement houses, neighborhood centers, 
and clubs. The individual has much 
to learn and gain from experiences 
in groups. Much of our group work 
today is found in bo~derline or under- 
privileged areas, through settlement 
house programs, but it need not be 
confined there. It can well be extend- 
ed to all areas of society. 


Institutional Missions 


Every community has its institutions 
of one kind or another: Correctional— 
prisons, reformatories, training schools: 
Health—general hospitals, sanataria, 
mental hospitals; and others. The cas- 
ualties of World War II will necessi- 
tate the building of many Veterans 
Hospitals for men and women whose 
bodies or minds may be broken or 
hurt in military service. The residents 
of these institutions need a_ spiritual 
ministry. Their troubled hearts and 


(Continued on Page 28) 
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II Epiphany 
BEING A GOOD SOCIAL WORKER IN MY CHURCH 


Acts 9:36; James 1:19-27 


By Miss Helen Pfatteicher, Norristown, Pa. 


© Preparation 


This topic strikes very close to the heart 
of the Christian Gospel for it raises the ques- 
tion, “How can I live my Christian faith 
where I am?” Being a good social worker 
within my Church is being actively Christian. 


It is making my religion meaningful in the 
areas of greatest need today. 
Young people are apt to feel strongly 


about some of the questions which will arise 
in considering social work. They will be 
emotionally aroused over questions of race, 
war, labor, poverty, unemployment, and _ the 
like. It is a good sign if they do feel strong- 
ly about these things. The real danger comes 
if they do mot care. 

Because of the nature of the questions 
which will arise in connection with this topic 


it is particularly necessary that the leader 
make careful and prayerful preparation. The 
most worthwhile manner of presentation is 


for the leader to present the topic in a calm 
yet challenging manner and then to open a 
discussion. 

The following outline, based on _ discussion 
outlines suggested by Harrison Sacket EI- 
liott in “Group Discusison in Religious Edu- 
cation,” published in 1939 by the Association 
Press, might prove helpful, if the leader 
keeps it in mind in planning and guiding the 
dicussion. 

I. Exploring the Situation 


1. What are the social 
munity? 


2. What are the causes? 
Il. Searching for what to do 
1. Possible courses of action 


2. Examine facts and opinions concerning 
conditions and what should be done. 


3. Coming to a conclusion is 
III. Planning how to carry out the decision 


needs of our com- 


® Program 
Hymn: “Lead on O King Eternal’ (290PSH) 


The Psalms of the early Hebrews and 
of the Christian Church today express bet- 
ter than anything else the feeling I should 
have if I am to be a good social worker 
in my church. If I am to be a good social 
worker I must have a real feeling for those 
who are down. Many people are oppressed 
today, even though we would much rather 
it would not be so. The Hebrews were op- 
pressed people. Yet in the midst of their 
troubles they could write psalms of utter 
faith that God would save them. They 
speak of the blessedness of trusting in God 
in the middle of trouble and of His faith- 
ful care of His pecple. Let us read one 
of these psalms  responsively. 


Psalm 130 (page 45, PSH) 
Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk” (288 PSH) 
Scripture: James 1:19-27 


Topic: Being a Good Social Worker in my 
Church 

Discussion : 

Offering : 

Prayer (The leader may offer his own prayer 
or read reverently the hymn, ‘“‘O Thou 
Best Gift of Heaven.” (277 PSH) 

Hymn: ‘Jesus, Master’? (284 PSH) 

© Bible Readings 
Psalm 37:1-5. We have here the first 

quality necessary in a good social worker. 


The psalmist tells us not to worry and fret 
about the wrong that is in the world. We 
are too apt to envy the wrongdoers because 
they seem to get along so well. If we envy 


them two things will happen: We will take 
on their ways and become like them, and 
we will not be able to help them at all. We 


are to do differently, trust in God and do 


good. 
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James 2:14-18. A good social worker in 
the Church must have faith—a deep, abiding 
faith which expresses itself in service to oth- 
ers. Christ provided for the bodily needs of 
men as well as the spiritual and so must we. 


ACtS ligHo4 eso sande Romanse lSil-sn St 
Paul was not too proud to work. As _ he 
preached the Gospel he helped the needy 
in every way he could. He was not a phys- 
ically strong man _ himself, but he was a 
spiritual giant. He did not fret over the 
wrong in the world. He had a deep faith 
in God and went about his work of doing 
something about the wrong. No man _ was 
too humble for Paul to help him. He gave 
himself continually for others and so he tells 
us to do—‘Ye ought always to help the 
weak.” 

Mark 9:35. Jesus brought a 
new idea of living into the world. Men are 
not yet grasping that idea. Christians and 
social workers must grasp it now or the world 
will be lost. We must not seek first what 
is good for ourselves but what is best for 
others. You and I must become servants 
and have the true humility of children if 
we would understand Christ’s way for us 
and be able to help those around us. 


Matthew 25:31-40. What a glorious prom- 
ise the Lord gives to those who take up ‘so- 
cial work’ in His Name, to those who meet 
the needs of the stranger, the starving, the 
cold, the sick, the imprisoned, and the lone- 
ly. Those needs are not easily met. We 
must first come to the point of being truly 
His servants in order to meet them. Then 
each act we do for one who is in need Christ 
will consider done for Him. It is His Way. 


Matthew 6:1-4. Another thing our Master 
tells us if we would really serve Him on 
earth is that we must be very sure that we 
are not doing good so that other people 
will praise us. We must always be on the 
watch that this is not our motive. We miss 
the greatest riches Christ can give because 
we have already received our reward by our 
unworthy motives. We wanted the _ praise 
of men and we got it and that is all we will 
get. 

Isaiah 6:8. 
suffering world, 
again take His 


completely 


The Lord, looking upon a 


and knowing that men must 
message to mankind asks, 
“Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?” 
Knowing the hazards and the humiliations, 
and knowing also that these are overshadowed 
by the great joy which comes in the Master’s 
service, can I answer, “Here am I, send me’’? 


@ The Topic 
I. The Inner Mission 


“Come on and serf God and den if 
He don’t gif satisfaction, go back and 
serf de devil again. You won't be nod- 
ing out. You can’t lose.” So spoke a 
little Russian Jew named Jo Justus, 
along the Bowery in New York. Jo 
came to know Christ in a little mission 
that he ran into by mistake one night. 
His curiosity about what they taught 
there made him go back again and 
again. Four times he broke up the 
meeting by arguing with the speaker, 
but a Power greater than he was had 
hold of him and would not let him go, 
and he went back again and again un- 
til he was ready to confess his faith in 
Jesus Christ. Now Joe runs a laundry 
bu-iness in the day-time and preaches 


in a Bowery mission at night. There he 
tells other down-and-outers of the joy 
he found in knowing Jesus. 

Our Church has many such instituti- 
tions where the poor are helped and 
the Gospel is preached to them. The 
Lutheran Church has settlements in 
many of our large cities as well as hos- 
pitals, orphanages, and old people’s 
homes. There is a great deal being 
done and still much remains to be 
done. Some cities have their own In- 
ner Mission Societies. Others carry 
on their work through the congrega- 
tions. 


II. The Congregation 


It has been said that within a mile 
radius of almost any congregation there 
are to be found in essence all the prob- 
lems and opportunities that have ever 
challenged the Christian religion. This 
presents a great responsibility to the 
congregation. A congregation that 
meets the challenge of its community is 
a living, vital congregation. It is a 
true branch of the Vine which is Christ. 

A congregation cannot meet the chal- 
lenge of its community without the 
help of its members. Neither the pas- 
tor nor the church council can do it 
alone. It is something which we must 
organize and do together. 


The life of our communities centers 
in its homes. Are we a community of 
homes? Does our community help to 
make marriage and family life the high- 
est type possible? There are definite 
things we can do as a church to 
strengthen the home and make it more 
Christian. A pastor may have a con- 
ference or two with a young couple be- 
fore he marries them. A service of 
home dedication for the new home is a 
possibility each time when one of the 
group marries. Could we, as a young 
people’s group, send devotional litera- 
ture into that home? We might sub- 
scribe to “Light for Today” for the 
newly-married couple for one year. 


What are we doing for the children 
of our community? Do they have 
enough to eat, proper care and hous- 
ing, and sufficient recreational facili- 
ties? 

In many communities the young peo- 
ple are neglected. There are no places 
for them to spend their leisure time 


in a worthwhile manner. There are 
tap rooms into which some of the 
young people and adults drift and 
which become “hangouts” for the 


weaker youth of the community. 


Have you ever studied the kind of 
industries which there aze in your 
town? How are conditions in these in- 
dustries? Are the working conditions 
good? Do you know anything about 
the charitable organizations and social 
agencies in your neighborhood? What 
is being done by your congregation for 


(Continued on Page 28) 
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(Continued from Page 25) 
Observe that thus another charac- 
teristic of the creation becomes evi- 


dent—that of mutual usefulness. 


Now sum up the character of the 
world created by God according to 
the first two chapters of Genesis. 
Write them on the blackboard, if pos- 
sible: purposefuless, harmony, order 
and usefulness. 


Man 

Against this background, view the 
crown of creation—man. His purpose 
according to the first chapter of Gene- 
sis is to be true to his Maker, to fit 
into the order of God’s creation, to 
fulfill His purpose in usefulness, and 
to exercise dominion. Observe, how- 
ever, that the dominion which God 
gave to man was a potential domin- 
ion, inasmuch as the animals and the 
trees were created potentially fruit- 
ful. They only became actually so 
when they fulfilled the conditions of 
the creation. Man’s potential lordship 
was based upon his likeness to God 


in the exercise of power (Genesis 
126) 
This introduction into creation of 


such a being made in the likeness of 
God opens the two greatest vistas of 
the Bible—the vista of a tremendous 
future, of yet unfathomed possibilities, 
but also the vista of terrible danger 
and ultimate death. It is a mooted 
question whether God could have cre- 
ated a being in His likeness, with the 
incorporated possibilities contained in 
His own nature, without at the same 


time placing him on the perilous 
precipice of fateful choices. 
Were it not for the introduction 


of the two trees at Eden, the tree 
of life and the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, the drama of God 
and man might well have ended in 
the fourth verse of the second chap- 
ter, with nothing more to report than 
the ordered interplay of a harmon- 
ious creation, perfectly subject to the 
will of its divine originator. 


Note how verse nine adds two of 
the most startling characteristics to 
our list of divine attributes. In plant- 
ing these two trees within reach of 
His creature, hedged about with noth- 
ing but a prohibition, God shows 
Himself both adventurous and t-ust- 
ing; and man, on the other hand, is 
launched upon life dignified by a tre- 
mendous trust placed in him by his 
Creator. 


You are coming to the end of the 
second chapter sufficiently stimulated 


to help your group formulate some 
essential characteristics of man. Per- 
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haps you can do it best by classify- 
ing your attributes under two head- 
ings, the nature of man and the pur- 
pose of man. Thus: 


The Nature of Man 
Genesis 2:7 Dust 


The Purpose of Man 

Genesis 2:5 to till 
the ground 

Genesis 1:28 to have 
dominion, to sub- 
due the earth 

Genesis 1:28 to 
multiply 

Genesis 2:17 to be 
obedient to God 


Genesis 1:26 Image 
of God 


Genesis 1:28 Fruitful 


Genesis 1:31 Good 


Conclusion 


Now, in concluding, sum up all your 
discoveries in these two chapters of 
Genesis under the headings of God, 
the World, and Man. 


Discuss the meaning of the views of 
God obtained in your study. How 
does your outlook change with your 
discovery that God is a social Being 
seeking companionship? 

What does it mean for conduct to 
know that God is a God of order, that 
He is purposeful, discerning,  self- 
imparting? 

How is your understanding of the 
Bible influenced by the discovery that 
God is adventurous and trusting? 


Consider next, in summary, the 
world in which you are living—the 
relationship of part to part in har- 
mony, order and usefulness. 


Sum up next your view of man 
emerging from this study. Consider 
how his possibilities swing like a 
mighty pendulum between earth and 
heaven; between subservience to the 
ground whence he was taken and 
obedience to the Creator in whose 
image he was made. 


@ Bible Readings 


I. The Nature of God 
Psalm 8. Note the suggested response to God 
by the Psalmist: 
1. Thoughtfulness (verses 3 and 4) 
2. Insight (verse 
3. Grateful recognition (verses 6-8) 
4, Adoration (verse 


Psalm 139. Note: 


1. God’s inescapable and pervading watch- 
fulness (verses 1-6) 

2. God’s inescapable presence (verses 7-12) 

3. God’s creative wisdom and purpose 
(verses 13-16) 

4. God’s effect upon the worshipper 
(1) In devotion (verses 17 and 18) 
(2) In cleansing (verses 23 and 24) 


II. The Nature of the World 


Galatians 6:7. Notice the 
the response of nature, 
the universe. 


Mark 4:26, 27. Observe how Jesus em- 
phasizes the natural processes of growth, 
which are independent of man’s interference, 


orderliness of 
the abiding laws of 


III, Man 


John 1:1-18. Observe the freedom of man 
who may accept or reject the Light. 

Romans 8:19-23. Observe the possibility, 
which, in concord with God, is the hope of 
the creation. 

Proverbs 31:-0-31. Observe the 


dignit 
and reward of honest labor. sagt 
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(Continued from Page 26) 


restless spirits need the comfort and 
peace that the Word and Sacraments « 
bring. 

For this reason our Lutheran Church 
has always had, and today is st-ength- 
ening, a program of Institutional Mis- 
sions. Here the Church literally ful- 
fills the plea of the Lord Jesus—“I was 
sick and ye came unto me, in prison 
and ye visited me.” Lutheran Welare 
agencies over the country, alert to this 
need, are adding pastors to thei. staffs 
who serve as cnaplains in correctional 
inst.tutions, hospitals and sanataria. 


The Challenge of Lutheran 
Social Work 


The field of Lutheran Social Welfare 
offers many opportunities for full-time 
Chiistian Service. Lutheran youth who 
may be seeking a profession in which 
they can utilize their God-given talents 
will find in this social mission of the 
Church full opportunity for the expres- 
sion o. their Christian faith. Training 
social workers in the fields of Family 
Welfare, Child Welfare, and Medical 
Social Work are urgently needed. 
There is also a call for Executives and 
Superintendents for agencies and in- 
stitutions as well as Chaplains for the 
Institutional Missions program. Group 
workers are needed for Settlement 
Houses and Summe: Camps. Public 
Relations workers and clerical staff are 
likewise needed. 


Further information on these posi- 
tions and the necessary preparation to 
fll them may be secured from the 
Board of Social Missions, U. L. C., or 
the Division of Welfare, National 
Lutheran Council. Correspondence to 
both may be addressed to 231 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 


@ To Read 


“Your Future in Social Work” 


13 pgs. Free. Published by 
Welfare, National Lutheran Council. 


“National Lutheran Council, 1945 Directory” 


“Proceedings of Lutheran Welfare Confer- 
ence in America’ Published annually by 
Div. of Welfare, National Lutheran Council 


“The Field of Social Work” by Fink 


“Get Your Eye on the Future” Pamphlet 
4 pgs. Free. Published by Div. of Wel- 
fare, National Lutheran Council 
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(Continued from Page 27) 
those in institutions—homes, hospitals 
and prisons? 

The pastor should be consulted about 
these things and about the formation 
of an Inner Mission Committee in the 
congregation. If there is already such 
a committee, the pastor should be asked 
what definite things the League can do 
to help. He may suggest visiting the 
sick or shut-ins, having a service for 


Pamphlet 
Division of 


(Continued on Page 29) 
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(Continued from Page 28) 

the people in a local institution, or col- 
lecting clothing for the poor. These 
things may be brought out in the later 


discussion. 


III. The Individual Worker 


In order to meet the needs of the 
community my church needs my help. 
In order to help I must first of all feel 
that all people, no matter how lowly, 
are my brothers in Christ. To be a 
Christian social worker in my congre- 
gation it is of vital importance that I 
feel and practice brotherhood. This is 
far from easy. It is a challenging thing. 
It takes courage. 


I, as a Christian, must have the feel- 
ing Jesus was talking about when He 
told the story of the Good Samaritan. 
Whoever has need of me is my neigh- 
bor. He is bound to me with the very 
closest bonds, and I cannot be free ex- 


cept as I meet his needs. James tells 
us that whoever follows the law of li- 
berty is a doer as well as a hearer, and 
further, “If any man thinketh himself 
to be religious while he bridleth not 
his tongue but deceiveth his heart, this 
man’s religion is vain. Pure religion 
and undefiled before our God and 
Father is this, to visit the fatherless 
and widows in their affliction and to 
keep himself unspotted from the 
world.” 


® To Read 
Hischer. Ba Ba: 


“Social Problems: The Chris- 
tian Solution” 


Heisey and Traver: “Studies in Social Prob- 
lems” 
Ohl, J. F.: “The Inner Mission’’ 


Also write to the Board of Social Missions of 
the United Lutheran Church, 231 Madison 
Avenue, New York, 16, N. Y., for their 
latest materials, and to the Inner Mission 
Board or Committee of your Synod. 

See United Lutheran Church and Synodical 
Minutes for social work being done near 
you. 

The Board of Social Missions of the United 
Lutheran Church: ‘A Program of Chris- 
tian Service.” 


Observe Luther league Missionary Day 
Daunuary 27, 1946 


Secure the Special Program 


Christ or Continuing Chaos For Europe? 


Give Most Generously to the European Youth Work Project 
There are no quotas, the sky alone is the limit 


Order Programs from 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
405 Muhlenberg Building 


1228 Spruce Street 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


IOWA HOLDS FIRST 
CAMP CONVENTION 


(Continued from Page 22) 


Worker and His Personal Life—Dr. 
E. A. Piper; (2) Improving Our Lead- 
ership—Rev. Harvey Coovert; (3) A 


Short Book of the New Testament— 


Rev. Wm. Eller; (4) Our Church and 
its) Work—Dr. IT, D. Rinde;~() A 
Special Mission Course—Rey. Erwin 
Chell. 

The classes adjourned at 11:00 A. M. 
and at 11:15 A. M., Rev. William J. 
Ducker, the representative of The Lu- 
ther League of America, talked to the 


JANUARY, 1946 


group. More planned recreation con- 
stituted the afternoon program. While 
at supper Tuesday evening, the official 
announcement of the Japanese sur- 
render was received. A special service 
was promptly arranged, and Dr. E. A. 
Piper, President of the Iowa Synod, 
gave the meditation. A Missionary pro- 
gram, conducted by St. Mark’s, Daven- 
port, then followed. Rev. Erwin Chell, 
A. L. C. Missionary under appoint- 
ment to India, gave a most interesting 
sermon. After these services the 
League had a bonfire and watermelon 
feed to celebrate this most memorable 
occasion. 


On Wednesday morning, the Manly 


Church was in charge of the Matins 
Service. Classes followed and then 
another “pep talk” by Rev. Ducker. 


In the afternoon the Leaguers jour- 
neyed to Bayside Amusement Park for 
the day’s recreation. Wednesday even- 
ing was the time of the Banquet, with 


Rev. M. E. Lesher, St. Paul’s, Clin- 
ton, speaker for the evening. A gala 
stunt program progressed very suc- 


cessfully in the auditorium after ad- 
journment of the banquet. Trinity 
League, Burlington, was in charge of 
the Campfire Vesper Service which 
concluded the evening’s activities. 


Thursday morning saw the Matins 
Service conducted by St. John’s, Des 
Moines. Classes followed at 9:45 and 
at 11:15 Secretary Ducker gave his fi- 
nal address to the Leaguers. During 
this final talk he stressed the 50th An- 
niversary Appeal which is being con- 
ducted by The Luther League of Am- 
erica. Iowa’s goal in the project is 
$475 00. The drive will be conducted 
from September 23 until October 31. 


The election of officers was the main 
business for the afternoon. . The fol- 
lowing persons were elected to serve: 
President, Harry “Bud” Rohwer, Clin- 
ton; Vice-President, Helen Jean Peter- 


sen, Davenport; Secretary, Harold 
Kruger, Manly; Treasurer, David 
Parker, Fairfield; Member-at-Large, 


Helen Duncan, Fairfield. 


First on the evening program was 
the installation of state officers by Dr. 
Piper, President of the Iowa Synod. 
A beautiful Communion Service fol- 
lowed, conducted by Dr. Piper, Rev. 
M. E. Lesher, Clinton, and Rev. M. O. 
Lee, Mason City. The evening’s en- 
tertainment was moving pictures in the 
open air. Devotions were conducted by 
the Iowa Falls Luther League. 


On Friday morning the Matins Serv- 
ice was in charge of St. Paul’s, Daven- 
port. After final classes the group 
came together in the auditorium for 
the final assembly. At the final busi- 
ness session short talks were given 
by Camp Director Johannesen and re- 
tiring President Duncan. The follow- 
ing persons were appointed as depart- 
mental secretaries: 


Senior and Young People, Lorna 
Hanson, Mason City; Intermediate, 
Don Zinger, Davenport; Missions, Lois 
Berg, Sioux City; Life Service, Rev. 
Wim. R. Eller, Sioux City; Sustaining 
Membership, Marian Work, Clinton; 
Advisers—Dick Johannesen, Daven- 
port: Rev. A. M. Simonsen, Des 
Moines; Rev. Wm. E. Kmet, Daven- 
port; Iowa Index Editor, Virginia 
Wirt, Des Moines. 

At 11:15 A. M. newly-elected Presi- 
dent Harry Rohwer officially adjourned 
the 1945 State Luther League Con- 
vention. —HARRY ROHWER 
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A NEW DAY FOR FRIENDSHIP 


By CHAS. P. CRESSMAN, $.7-M. 


This, of course, does not mean that 
the girls at home must lose their heads. 
No girl has to become boy-crazy. She 
does not have to become a flirt in order 
to be friendly. There is a possibility 
that some girls will be tempted to play 
a fast and loose kind of game, realiz- 
ing that this desire for friendship can 
now be capitalized on and used to theit 
own selfish advantage. This kind of 
friendship will only bring sorrow for 
both parties involved. The times call 
for a good, clean, wholesome relation- 
ship between the sexes which affords 
them both the companionship that is 
helpful in the development of person- 
ality. 


Be friendly. This involves being kind 
and considerate of other persons. It 
means that you will meet your re- 
turned boy-friend and see in him all 
the good qualities that he does have. 
It means that you will be interested 
in him as he is when you see him for 
the first time in several years. If you 
want in any way to appear interesting 


(Continued from Page 9) 


to him, you must be sincerely inter- 
ested in him and all that he is at the 
time you meet again. After being a 
serial number, a “Mr. Nobody,” a cog 
in a war machine for whatever per- 
iod of service has been his, it will be 
a joy to him to know that someone 
is interested in him in a personal way. 


Then, discover interests which are 
mutual. They may be the same inter- 
ests you both had before you were sep- 
arated by war. On the other hand, in 
this period of separation it is likely that 
both of you have developed new inter- 
ests. What an adventure that can be! 
Launch out together into areas which 
are mutually interesting. This is fun- 
damental for f-iendship—the kind of 
friendship that will win the day. 

At first you will both be interested 
in visiting old places. Going back and 
doing the things you used to do does 
much to help in this period of adjust- 


ment. Life takes on the same glow 
that it had before war interrupted 
your friendship. However, as time 


goes on Dot and Bill will find new in- 
terests and discover wo:thwhile activ- 
ities which will enrich them in this new 
day for friendship. 


Finally, friendship that is wholesome 
and healthy will bind the ties broken 
by the separation of war and will prom- 
ise a new and more glorious life in 
the days ahead. Make Jack feel that 
he is important to our world, that he 
is needed, that his judgment means 
much to you, that his decisions are re- 
garded highly by you. Don’t rush in 
and hand over to him all your bur- 
dens and pile every last responsibility 
on his shoulders, but do hand him the 
privilege of sharing in the making of 
decisions and accepting certain respon- 
sibilities. He’ll want to do it. In do- 
ing it he will find his place in the new 
era for peace and brotherhood which 
has its foundations first of all in the 
warmth of human friendship. A new 
era here. Friendship will win the 
day. 
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Dues ' Library Fund Program Sustaining Membership Anniversary Fund 
Synod Quota Paid Quota Paid Paid Quota Paid Quota Paid 
Northern California 28.00 (19) 31.75 48.00 (24) 49.00 25.00 5.00 125.00 
Southern California 7A. 00) 9 OG) 79.00 129.00 (22) 130.00 50.00 (3) 78.00 200.00 
Canadatnnscqace gue 270.25 (10) 270.25 150.00 ( 4) 627.31 59.70 240.00 235.50 1100.00 101.70 
Columbia District 12.50 (16) 12.50 48.00 35.72 20.00 100.00 16.29 
Connecticut & alacanhone forte 53,00 (9) 53.00 137.00 (16) 140.25 35.00 16.00 225.00 
Blorids tan)tecoscurtne 45.75 (20) 45.75 76.00 61.61 12.48 30.00 6.00 200.00 
Georgia-Alabama B2s70 Cle) 82.75 165.00 ( 6) 192.48 85.00 65.00 325.00" <C) 330.00 
WEES ~~ sepaooa0ocr MPA (CB) BAG 417.00 ( 3) 491.70 63.08 180.00 64.25 900.00 119.75 
Tudianame as tre: 106.25 (13) 106.25 201.00 (26) 201.00 100.00 34.00 425.00 
Lowa naomi aris: 114.50 65.00 265.00 (5) 276.00 85.00 (7) 92.63 475.00 5.00 
Kancasgen Maen te 59050. 201.00 (11) 201.00 125.00 78.00 500.00 3.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee . 60.00 C5) 60.00 69.00 (10) 111.25 FAO) 50.00 30.00 250.00 ; 
Maryland ....... 233.00 (11) 270.50 505.00 (13) 675.08 8.37 275.00 236.50 975.00 3.00 
Michigan ohi.cus vases 81.50 77.00 131.00 ( 2) 169.42 80.00 53.00 325.00 24.00 
Midwest 4 stant 140.00 (12) 140.00 140.00 (12) 157.16 130.00 120.00 575.00 ‘ 
Minnesota .......... 140.50 218.00 (20) 218.00 80.00 21.00 575.00 
Mississippi Serer i722) (C15) 17225 23.00 (25) SOGL 4.65 15.00 (6) 15.00 75200" = 6.51 
Montaria Be ee ae 139.98 1250 (7) 12.50 15.00 75.00 ‘ 
NGG s 5000000084 5K 158.00 94.93 40.00 $5.00 33.00 0. 
New Jerseys oes: 186.75 ( 2)* 186.75 198.00 ( 1) 264.38 6.56 130.00 126.00 775.00 66.00 
News York i asnnes om 300.00 ¢ 7) 300.00 1006.00 (14) 1030.71 159.16 420.00 218.00 1200.00 : 
North Carolina ...... 738.25 (21) 738.25 1239.00 ( 3 1475.88 2.00 520.00 (2) 758.00 2950.00 16.65 
iON ea corse 375. 281. 549.00 (21) 577.67 300.00 103.00 1500.00 293.00 
Pacific Northwest 25.00 (14) 25.00 <5, ; i a 
Pema 68.00 (23) 83.00 25.00 5.00 100.00 
ventral Pennsylvania «50.00 (14) 450.25 1237.00 (18) 1294.00 30.01 470.00 3 
Ministerium ...... 1112.50 353.15 2185.00 (19) 2326.93 92.61 800.00 34.75 4430.00 380.68 
poittsburgh bana 309.50 232.13 630.00 (28) 630.00 51.00 320.00 115.25 1250.00 7.00 
Rocky Mountz 22. 56. 50.00 5.00 20.00 (1 “75. 
South Carolina ...... 285.50 ( 3) 387.00 655.00 i) 838.20 98.69 325.00 (5) 43 48 1156.00 10.00 
SER) posse ago apner 43, es: 20.00 (27) 120.00 63.87 45.00 (8) 46.00 217. 
Virginia oss eeesss 228.25 171.21 646.00 137.22 104.00 240.00 (4) 248.00 1080.00 (3) 1051.00 
West Virginia ...... 43.75 Cit) “4378 92.00 (18) 117.36 45.00 15.00 175.00 16.00 
Ss SED.) Wei (eae -cugraevere One 110. g ui . Die a 
South Saskatchewan 19.00 foie ne Wh 25.00 14.00 500.00 
Alberta Eee 10.00 : 
MEMOIR sop begodhnn 
Se ecial Men ie: 15.00 12.00 a 
POTATH Mau aoe 726.04 12958.01 a 
* Paid in full—1946 4328.67 2770.18 
Thirty 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT, NOV. 1945 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA - - Total 1 INV Sy Eve Eee een = te  Potale5i7 M~. Charles Smith 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA = = otal 57 Edith Sjauken Mrs. Sherman J. Krebs 
CANADA Se eS eat ea i=, oy Ota 49)7 Charles H. Stockfish M ldred G. Fesser 
ElecherteSohrt Anna H. Zophs Oscar Friedemann Sherman J. Krebs 
Luella Stever Jacque'ine Binder Otto Friedemann John L. R. Schiding 
Ella Spee Ale Fasnacht Inge Lassig Terry Lee Wuechinske 
Edith Holub Gretel Roettenbacher Bertha Strayer 
Gloria Rivers St. John’s Young People’s Luther League, Rev Gordon Bolkemer 
Rev. Carl Ludolph Union City Ruth E. March 
Memorialized by INN MOQ NS ee Se es ANG EN TET Virginia L. Henry 
Paul Ludolph Lillian Rowe Theodore H. Henry 
St. John’s Luther League, Waterloo, Ont. Robert DeVane Vir cana lB Heiland 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Brodhagen, Ont. William Calhoun Jeanette Everhart 
St. James Luther League, St. Jacobs, Ont. Richard Eisemann George E. Kopp 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Bridgeport, Ont. Rebet Harter Rev. Snyder Alleman 
St. Mark’s Luther League, Chesley, Ont. Edith M. Banuski Dr. H. D. Hoover 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Neustadt, Ont. By St. John’s Luther League, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fubrman 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Gadshill, Ont. _ syracuse, New York Lt. Benjamin M. Bailey, Jr. 
Zion Luther League, Philipsburg 8, Ont. Young People's Luther League, Floral Park, Memorialized by 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Malvexton, Ont. N. Y. (Christ Church) St. Paul’s Luther League, Millersburg 
St. James Luther League, New Dundee, One Atonement Luther League, Saugerties Ministerium = ene es 2 oe =n Total eO2 
Ida Kollman Mrs. Mae Swenson St. John’s Luther League, Aquashicola 


Memorialized by 
St. John’s and St. Peter’s Young People’s 
Luther League, Syracuse 


Helen Gilles 
St. John’s Luther 
Rey. H. Nuhn 


German Conference Fall Convention, 
Philadelphia 
Miriam Koder 


League, Arnprior, Ont. 
Tobaben 


Eleanor 


JANUARY, 


Frances Miller 
Charles Gillan 
Harry Keister 
Rey. J. R. Strewig, Chaplain, 
By Baltimore District Luther League 
Rev. Justus H. Liesmann 
By Baltimore District Luther League 
Edward Geyer 
Memorialized by 
Senior Luther League, Third Church, 
Baltimore 
Trinity Luther League, Baltimore 
St. Stephens Senior Luther League, Baltimore 


Our Saviour Luther League, Baltimore 
Anton S. Endler 
MICHIGAN - - - - - - - - Total 23 


Patricia Rothke 
Adeline Pierson 
Jean Fife 
Mr. J. K. Lau 
Mrs. Pearl Lau 
Linsay Lau 
Rev. D. F. Stickles, 
Ivan H. Miller 
Thomas McKinnon 
Rev. Otto F. Reble 
By Augsburg Luther League, 
Boys in Service 
By Bethel, Detroit 
Executive Committee of Luther League of 
Michigan Synod Convention at 
Waldenwoods, 1945 
William J. Hartman, dF: 


(D)s1B), 


Detroit 


MIDWEST - - - - we otal. 32 
Elva Hunteman 

By St. Paul’s Luther League, 

Leigh, Nebraska 

NIN NES OW A=s = =e = -) Lotall 3 
MESSISSLPPEws = - - = = = - “Lotal 1 
MONTANA 
NEBRASKA - =_- - - = = = Total 9 


Eldora Volker 


1946 


Willow Grove 

Set. Paul Lecking 

Memorialized by 

Salem Luther League, Kissel Hill 
Boys in Service 

By St. John’s Luther League, Abbottstown 
Pic. Maynard Fuhrman 

Memorialized by 

Zion Luther League, Glen Rock 
Mrs. Harry Hoffman 

By Christ Luther League, Shrewsbury 
Robert V. Simon 

By Union Luther League, York 
Lt. Dale Hannigan 

Memerialized by 

St. James Luther League, Chanceford 
Rey. Samuel F. Stauffer 

By York District Luther League 
York District Luther League 
Rev. Snyder Alleman Charlotte Wakley 
Phyllis Hoffiens Laura Wakley 
Dale Hoffiens J. Faber Wildasin 
Clinton Brown Pearl Hoke 
Mrs. Clinton Brown 
Olive Jean Brown 
Romaine Kopp 
Alice Michael 
Betty M. Boose 
Gloria Myers 
Rev. Paul L. Foulk 
Ned Masenheimer 
Mrs. Clark E. Eveler 
Mrs. Cleason Shaull 
Betty Jane Bacon 
Ruth Grove 
Rev. Ralph C. Robinson 
Mrs. Ralph C. Robinson 
Mrs. Dorcas Lewis 
Harry P. Schrum 
Mrs. Harry P. Schrum 
Rev. Herbert G. Kline 
Helen Smith 


Mrs. H. Nuhn NORTH CAROLINA - - - - - Total 446 Alma Keder William J. Martz 
St. Matthew's Luther League, Kitchener, Ont. CHIO e-em otal coc J. A. Harwick Raymond Hoffert 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT Se J. K. Linsenmeyer Miss Jean Illick Charles M. Ritter 
es fay 4 ew. Naomi Linsenmeyer Willis Leidick 
ee as potlags Mr. Russe!l McCullough Mrs. H. J. Lohrman 
Sa ee ee LOtall: 2 ( é ss i 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA ee ts Mrs. Russell McCullough Rev. Ralph R. Hartzell 
awe GC. Saunion W Ibur B. Linn, S 1/C Rey. Robert A. Laubach 
ILLINOIS cp ieess ps ee ee Total 15 Memor ialized by Rev. W. A. Kuntzelman 
Pee aber Sandiar Beta ota : First Luther League, Mansfield Rev. Byron R. Stauffer 
Wemorialized by Set. Charles G. Millikan Mrs. Byron R. Stauffer 
a . ead : Memorialized by Miss Dianne L. Stauffer 
St. Andrew's Luther League, Chicago Bellefontaine Senior Luther League Mrs. Richard M. Nicholas 
NID EAN ASS em hotal 14) 5 pACTETG NORTHWEST — 2 -  — Total 1 Mr. Richard M. Nicholas 
ROW AM Neue) 2-8 Be = | Total 26 Rev. M. J. Bieber, D.D. Miss Marjorie Fluck 
KANSAS ae ete eee) c=) otal 18 PENNSYLVANIA: Miss Evelyn Werkheiser 
Rev. Alfred J. Beil. Central Pennsylvania - - - - - Total 179 Mr. Earl Hiffner 
Fred Kloepper Florence Stauffer Pauline M. Frankenfield 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE - - - Total 6 Emma Stumpf Mrs. Raymond Hoffert 
Rev. Charles L. Strubel, Mary Dicely Mrs. Charles M. Ritter 
By Kentucky-Tennessee Synod Luther Beu ah Stauffer William Reinhardt 
League May Stauffer Memorialized by / 
MARYLAND = - - = = - = =. Total 80 Leaguers in Service Immanuel Luther League, Philadelphia 
Re N= Wendrix By Holy Trinity Luther League, Luther Leaguers in the Service 


By Grace Luther League, Bangor 
Men and Women in the Service 
By Wilkes-Barre Conference 
Luther Leaguers in the Service 
By Grace Luther League, Bethlehem 
Leaguers in Service 
By diegasalcn: Luther League, Trachsville 
Pittsburgh - Se te eotaly43 
“Uncle Charlie” ian 
By Executive Committee of Central Con- 
ference of the Pittsburgh Synod 
Luther League 
Herbert Schueltz 
John Schueltz 
Sylvia J. Marnest 
Doris Gornall 
Alta Henry 
Pearl Elster 
Margaret Benzer 
Miriam Meckey 
Pauline Fink 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN = = - = > 
Ae CAROLINA =- = - - = 
S 2/C Edward Bedenbaugh 
Ss 1/C Ray Hunter 
Cpl. Wilmer Hite 
Cpl. Ellis Kent Hite 
Pvt. Clarence Robert Koon 
Pfc. Chailes E. Wise 
Sm @ Bred Kunkle 
Set. Voight Kunkle 
Seaman Carroll Bedenbauen 
TEXAS - - = =o “heeil 22 
St. Andrew’s Teather enone. Weesatche 
Trinity Luther League, Victoria 
Miss Una Mae Dahse 
Hugo Rathkamp, Jr. 
Mr. Monroe Rathkamp 


Total 2 
Total 167 


WHOIS, 2 a 2 3 8 os a ao > Aeml 0 
WEST VIRGINIA - - - - - - Total 3 
Wis COINSIUN@= sass CuE - - Total 11 
IMVAUN I. © Aye. rae Total 4 

Thirty-one 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE 
FOR LUTHERAN YOUTH 


DEGREES: B.A., B.S., B.MUS. 


Business Administration 
Teacher Training 


Music—including radio training 
Physical Education 

Physical Sciences (5 major fields) 
Social Sciences 

Humanities 


ERLAND NELSON, President 


ROANOKE COLLEGE 


Founded 1842 Co-Educational 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 

Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 

A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 


Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. Business 


Administration, with shorthand and typing. 


New admissions in February, June, and September. 


CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


INDEX 
Volume LVIII January, 1946 Number 1 
acung ltomggarl WoseUNa? oo ononooonnasocasouacvuecoovr 1 
pivevgbleoStt them atwenis she) ces hci oa mE ee 2 
The Kind of Luther League I Want To Return To .... 4 
Idwvatheigeb era Vlinis terme emery are eee ane 6 
ANne Néorel Subayegvayer jane, Avalegole? Sere? oo 40cccccuncsunccce 7 
A Wey IDEN? ore TENMSAGIIMD ooocboacoccndacsonecosansenn 8 
Books Wont sea clita capem rei reyes oe eee ee 10 
IMiarctines Nite © elle tamer Neuen tei ane renee 11 


New Appointments Mark Recent Committee Sessions ...12 
Elomep nomethemViatacuan on eee n(n. ene 5 
Wanted—Helpers! European Lutheran Youth Project ..19 


ARNG Wa Yicat SMEanty,puerhccs anche nek a ee nara 20 
‘RhatcomVVina tee clledmsM emu ome ame) en een ene 21 
Viveikiky ISiinie Iiereiais, oie EnRIAY soo cnnccoscnoonanan 21 
INES Tasha NS USEVEREKD IDOSNES oon Gaucoancooecocdnceca. 22, 
Young People’s Topics for January: 
ESTER Aa (OL Poe OOo. S CRE Re owe ca 29 
N AMUALY 1S ap extent eae Syren cic baci: Se ee 26 
amare 20 wee thet sry eke ike See aeyaule ten ert nae eee 27 
Vanuatye2/M(SDecialigset.vice) man nee 29 
Hainan cialeive ports, Gaye sce? cusdieioarrunen sasha Ga ee ee eee 30 
Sustaining lembDersiipmINep Of terme ne ye aan nnn oll 


Thirty-two 


CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


“The College of the Open Book 


tressing 2 


A strong Christian faculty—accreditment by North Central Association for 
past 29 years—thousands of successful alumni. 


*Home Economics (for Smith-Hughes teaching) 


COSTS—VERY REASONABLE 
Under new plan, four-year courses can be completed in three calendar years 


* Yes, you can prepare for Smith Hughes Home Economics teaching 
at Carthage. All work fully accredited. 


1. Christian experience and character 
Culture and refinement_ 
Thorough training for life work 


BASIC PREPARATION FOR: 


Agriculture 
Dentistry 
Engineering 
Law 

Medicine 
Nursing 
Social Service 
Library 
Theology 


CARTHAGE, ILLINOIS 


In 
MEMORIAM 


REV. CARL LUDOLPH 
Memorialized by 
Paul Ludolph 


LT. ROBERT SUNDFAR 
Memorialized bv 
St. Andiew’s Luther League, Chicago, Illinois 


EDWARD GEYER 
Memorialized by 
Senior Luther League, Third Church, Baltimore, Maryland 


MRS. MAE SWENSON 
Memorialized by 


St. John’s and St. Peter’s Young People’s Luther League, 
Syracuse, New York 


WE BOR TBE mNiNes Se L7G 
Memorialized by 
First Luther League, Mansfield, Ohio 


SGT. CHARLES G. MILLIKAN 
Memorialized by 
Bellefontaine Senior Luther League, Bellefontaine 


SGT. PAUL LECKING 
Memorialized by 
Salem Luther League, Kissel Hill, Penna. 


PFC. MAYNARD FUHRMAN 
Memorialized by 
Zion Luther League, Glen Rock, Penna. 


LT. DALE HANNIGAN 
Memorialized by 
St. James Luther League, Chanceford, Penna. 


LT. BENJAMIN M. BAILEY, Jr. 
Memorialized by 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Millersburg, Pa. 


WILLIAM REINHARDT 
Memorialized by 
Emmanuel Luther League, Philadelphia, Penna. 


, Ohio 
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THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send for Literature and Particulars 


THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. 


Baltimore, Md. 


a 


One Hundred Years Ago 


Wittenberg College was founded to furnish a liberal education 
in a Christian atmosphere. 


It continues to provide for Lutheran youth a superior 
p-eparation for a useful and efficient life. 


; Wittenberg College offers a full liberal arts curriculum, 
including pre-professional and teacher training programs. 


Catalog and View-Book upon request 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Vint 


First two years of college work 


Preparation for transfer for college degree. 

Exploratory courses for discovering talents. 

Pre-professional training for entrance to 
specialized schools. 


“The only junior college 
in the United Lutheran 
Church for women.” 


Last two years of high school work 
Happy home-like atmosphere, strong religious 
training, careful social development. 
Situated in the “land of the sky” in South- 
western Virginia. 
For Information write... 
The Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
Box L, Marion, Va. 


Susquehanna University 


Hamma Divinity School 


(Founded 1845) 


An approved Seminary of the Church, offering a thorough 
course in all major branches of theology. 


Fully accredited by the Association of American 
Theological Scsools. 


A strong faculty, a large library, cultural advantages, and 
opportunities for clinical experience. 


For catalogue or other information, address: 


DEAN E. E. FLACK or PRESIDENT R. E. TULLOSS 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 
Russell Galt, Ph.D. 


Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 
Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 
Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. ; 
Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 
Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 
Personal attention to the individual student. P 
Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
Very reasonable expenses 


write Jas. C. Kinard, Pres. 


For Catalogue, 


THE CHURCH WANTS YOUNG WOMEN 
TO PREPARE FOR FULL-TIME 


CHRISTIAN SERVICE! 


HARTWICK COLLEGE 


Oneonta, New York 


offers both two- and four-year curricula preparing them for 
any of the following Christian vocations: 


Parish Worker 
Church Secretary 
Foreign Missionary 
Teacher of Religion in Public Schools 
Christian Social Worker (Pre-Professional) 
Director of Religious Education (Pre-Professional) 


TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS 


are available to Lutheran young women who meet admission 
requirements and agree to enter a Christian Service 
vocation upon graduation 


For bulletin and detailed information address 


DR. HENRY J. ARNOLD, President 
Oneonta, New York 


Boch Marks for 


RG 


Illustration shows book-clip to 
match and the method of attach- 
ing to book. Fine grade of silk 
cord is used for connecting the 
book-mark and clip. The book- 
mark is hammered by hand on 


edges. 


Two kinds of metal, solid cop- 
per and nickle silver are avail- 
able. Both are beautiful. Choice 
can be indicated, but we will ship 
the book-mark that is available 
should the supply of one metal be 
exhausted at time the order is re- 
ceived. 


rN 


ORDER EARLY 


(Supply Limited) 


Cle y Gils 


TWO STYLES 


An 
Inexpensive 
Gift 


SLOPING CROSS 
Book Mark Number 100 


oli 


STRAIGHT CROSS 
Book Mark Number 105 


ef: 


IHS Blind Stamped on 
Either Style 


an 


Attractively Packed in Special 
Folder for Presentation, White 
Envelope Included 


ak 


Orders Filled At Once 


=p 


Order Early To Avoid Disappointment 
As Stock Is Limited 
This Year 


C\ 2 
C—— IN we 


\ 
a 


Illustration Actual Size 


Price, 35c each or Three for a $1.00 


Designs May Be Assorted 


Remittance in Full Must Accompany Orders 


For Sale Only By 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


429-437 HERR STREET 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


